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Prevalence of HBV infection in Zahedan

Salehi M.MD¥*, Saneimoghadam E. PhD**

Hepatitis B infection is cosmopolitan but its prevalence is different in each
geographical area. In order to determine the HBV infection prevalence in Zahedan, 410
of Zahedan residents were studied for AntiHBc in 1996 (winter of 1374).

All cases randomly selected based on their family number list in Zahedan urban health
centers.

33.9% (n=139) were found to be positive (40.2% of males and 28.5% of females)
(P=0.01).

There was a direct linear relation between age and-the HBV infection. The HBV
infection prevalence was different in various socioeconomic groups.

We conclude that HBV infection is higher in.Zahedan compared to the other parts of
the country, and HBV infection is more prevalent.in older age and males. It has also a
higher prevalence in poorer area.

KEY WORDS: Hepatitis B infection, Prevalence, Seroepidemiology

* Tropical and Infectious disease dept, Faculty of medicine, Zahedan University of Medical
Sciences and health services, Zahedan, Iran.
** Southeastern center of blood transfusion, Zahedan, Iran.
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