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How to approach to an autistic child?
Pediatrician's view

Mahmod Mohamadi* MD, Assoc Prof Tehran University of Medical Sciences

Abstract

After about two centuries from the famous monograph written by
Jean-Marc Gaspard (French physician) and about six decades after the
first descriptions of autism published by Dr. Leo Kanner, autistic

children have a yet unexplored, strange world full of mysteries not only

Z%‘(’i“es?%lﬁgce *}”tll\l/;’ré, | for the parents but also for the physicians involved in the management
Centr:rssbr Glharr?{: ;t edica of these children. The mean age of diagnosis of a child with autistic
Tehran’, IR Iran spectrum disorder is as late as six years even in well-developed

E-mail:Mohamadi@tums.ac.ir European countries.
Pediatricians are the first who visit these children and they are also

actively involved in their health care. What is the actual role of a
pediatrician in a logical and practical approach to the problem? And also
how could we promote early diagnosis?

In the following review article, I am going to answer these questions,
mainly by introducing a new checklist for early diagnosis as well as a
guide for further requesting paraclinical examinations for the children
with autistic spectrum disorders.

Key words: Autism, Child, Screening, Pediatrician
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