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A survey of etiology of intestinal obstruction in a
pediatric surgery center in Tehran

J Ahmadi MD, Assoc Prof of Pediatric Surgery, Tehran University of Medical Sciences

M Kalantari MD, Assoc Prof of Pediatric Surgery, Tehran University of Medical Sciences

H Nahvi MD, Ass Prof of Pediatric Surgery, Tehran University of Medical Sciences

B Ashjaei* MD, Pediatric Surgery Resident, Tehran University of Medical Sciences

AR Ebrahim Soltani MD, Ass Prof of Anestesiology, Tehran University of Medical Sciences
M Joodi MD, Pediatric Surgery Resident, Tehran University of Medical Sciences

M Vali-Balooch MD, Pediatric Surgery Resident, Tehran University of Medical Sciences

V Mehrabi MD, Prof of Pediatric Surgery, Tehran University of Medical Sciences

Abstract

Background: Intestinal obstruction is a common cause of abdominal
surgery in pediatric age group. A delay in diagnosis and treatment of this
disease can lead to serious complications. This study has been conducted
to evaluate different causes of intestinal obstruction.

Methods: 231 children were operated on intestinal obstruction. Prior to

* Correspondence author, surgery all patients underwent a labarotory examination consisting of
Address: Children’s CBC, abdominal X-ray and, if necessary, gastrointestinal (GI) study
Medical Center, Dr. Gharib with contrast media or CT-Scan and sonography. Final diagnosis was
]S:;t, Te_lllran’ LR.Iran. reached by surgical findings.

-mail:
b_ashjari@yahoo.com Results: 231 children were operated due to intestinal obstruction. Among

these, 128 cases, (55.4%) were male and 103 cases (44.6%) were female.
The causes of intestinal obstruction were: Incarcerated hernia in 41 cases
(17.7%), GI atresia in 38 cases (16.4%), malrotation in 32 cases (13.8%),
anorectal malformation in 29 cases (12.5%) and benign or malignant
masses inside or outside GI tract in 28 cases (12.1%).

Conclusion: The most common causes of intestinal obstruction
were: incarcerated hernia, GI atresia and malrotation.

Keywo rds: Intestinal obstruction, Incarcerated hernia, Children,
Gastrointestinal atresia, Malrotation
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