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Convulsion in Children With Shigellosis: Survey of 200
Hospitalized Patients in Kashan Shahid Behashti Hospital

Talebian. A., M.D. 1, Gholami, A., M.D.2

ABSTRACT
Introduction: Shigellosis is a common cause of gastroenteritis in children and 
convulsion with different reported frequency is the most common extraintestinal 
symptoms of it. This study was conducted to determine the frequency and 
characteristics of convulsion in children with shigellosis.
Materials & Methods: This study was descriptive and conducted on 200 children with 
shigellosis Diagnosis in Kashan Shahid Beheshti Hospital during 1995-2000. Patient’s 
information such as age, sex, presence or absence of convulsion and its characteristics 
was gathered on questionnaire and analyzed statistically. 
Results: One hundred (50%) of patients has had convulsion. The most common age 
was between to 2 to 4 years. The convulsion in males was two times than females.
Type of convulsion in the majority of cases was generalized  tonic colonic (GTC) with 
duration less than 15 minutes. 
Conclusion: Convulsion is a common extraintestinal sign of shigellosis and its 
characteristics are usually similar to simple febrile convulsion.

Key words: Shigellosis, Convulsion, Fever.
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