
Arc
hive

 of
 S

ID

 
 

  

 

     
  

*   

 

14/11/1391 20/01/1392  

 

 
  

   :    .          

   .       -       

 . 

 :      .    

   .        

    . 

 :          ./    

   /     .      

 ./     . 

   :     .      

                .

          . 

  :    

  

  -   

  

 :     : –   

Email: sinaloo@sums.ac.ir 

  

                                                
        )(  

    

 
     

   

  .  

       

)     .( 

epilambanein    " 

 " " "   ) .(

     

  .   

    

  ) .( 

     

        

  . 

www.SID.ir

www.SID.ir


Arc
hive

 of
 S

ID

   ...    
 

  

    

  

          

  )- .(  

       

    

      .

     

 ) .(  

    

     

 .  

         

 )  .(  

     

    .  

      

 

    .

     

)  (   .  

 
  

     

      

        

  .     %d= 

      

)  %p=(    

      

    .

         .

       

    

 .  

     

   

)( )(  

 (pilot)    

 SPSS  /    

 .  

 : 

)  (  

 

 ) .    

    . 

 )      (

      

)   .(  

     

    

)  (  

  )  (

  

      

Chi-square testKruskal-wallis testT-testMann-

Whitney test Spearman's correlations 

SPSS / P<    .  

  
  

   

) / (% ) / .  (%   

    /  .  

   / 

/ / 

    

 ./ / 

     

 .  

 /     / 

  .    

 /      

      

/ . 

) /) (%/ (%/ 

 )   (

                                                
1 familiarity 
2 attitude 
3 knowledge 

www.SID.ir

www.SID.ir


Arc
hive

 of
 S

ID

   
  

  

 .    

/  

  /     

    

/        .

     

) /P= .(    

  ) (%    

  ) / (%  

  ) / P= .(  

   

)/P=(   

     .T-test   

    

  ±     

 . 

  (P-<0.01) .     

        

  ±    .  

/     

  ./     

        

    

       

      

/  / 

   .

    / / 

   

      

 / 

)  .(  

     

  

  

      

  .  

         

  

/    /    

  / 

   .  

/    

   /    

    

/   

   ./    

/  

  .  

Mann-Whitney test    

        ( ) 

) / P= .(    

       ( )

      ) /= P .(

     

 .Spearman's Correlations  

       

  )  ./P=   .(Kruskal-

Wallis test .  

    ) 

 (  )     

  ) (  .(  

    

  ) 

 .( 

// /   

 ./     

     

   ...     )

 .(  

     

 .    

 /    

 ./     

-   /     

     . 

  - 

/         .

/    

   / 

www.SID.ir

www.SID.ir


Arc
hive

 of
 S

ID

   ...    
 

  

/ 

          .

/     

   /    

  /       

 .   

    /   

  / 

        

) .(  

Mann-Whitney test    

     

 ) / P= (        

         

) / P= .(  Kruskal-Wallis test 

        

   

)/ P=   .(Spearman's correlations  

   

  ) / P=.(   

  

):(    

     

  /  

  /  

  /  

    

  /  

  /  

  /  

  /  

  /  

  /  

  

) :(   

  Mean Rank 

  /  

  /  

  /  

www.SID.ir

www.SID.ir


Arc
hive

 of
 S

ID

   
  

  

):(     

  

) :(   
 

  
  

    

    .

     

 )  .( 

 /  

    / 

       .

      

/     

   ) .(   

     

  ) .(     

  )     .(

www.SID.ir

www.SID.ir


Arc
hive

 of
 S

ID

   ...    
 

  

   /    

      

  

 )  .(  

   ± 

     

        

    

  )  .(  

    

      

    

      .    

        

         

Kaleyias J Jacoby A 

  )   (     

       

  .  

 )/     (%

      

       

    

 .       

  .    

      

   .       

    

      

  )  .(   

    

    

        

  .        

          

        

  

      

   

  

   ) .( 

     

  .   

       

    ) .(

      

      .    

      

  (Spott) )  .(

      

 .  

    

 .

   

 .   

 .

          

       

  .  

     

    

 

     ) (  

         

         

  . 

   

(Jacoby)   

 )  ( 

 

   

  )  .(  

   

       

      

        

     

    

www.SID.ir

www.SID.ir


Arc
hive

 of
 S

ID

   
  

  

  

 )  .(  

(Spott)   

    

     )      .(

     

      

/   

   . 

 - 

 .    

     

     

  

  ) ( 

/   

 )   .(  

          

 .  

  

     

  .  

 .      

    )  

 .(  

       

 .     

          .

       

  

    

 

     

     

   

     .  

  
  

  

   

    

   .

   

   

    

  

      

   .       

    

      

     

   

    .  

   

    

           .

       

    

     

   

    

  
References: 

1. Lewis D. Neurology. In: Kliegman RM, 

Marcdante KJ, Jenson HB, Behrman RE, Editors. 

Nelson essentials of pediatrics. Philadelphia: 

Elsevier Saunders; 2006. P.833-5. 

2. Mustapha AFOdu OO, Akande O . Knowledge, 

attitudes and perceptions of epilepsy among 

secondary school teachers in Osogbo South-West 

Nigeria: a community based study. Niger J Clin 

Pract 2013; 16(1):12-8. 

3. Jacoby A, Gorry J, Gamble C, Baker GA. Public 

knowledge, private grief: a study of public 

attitudes to epilepsy in the United Kingdom and 

www.SID.ir

www.SID.ir


Arc
hive

 of
 S

ID

   ...    
 

  

implications for stigma. Epilepsia 2004; 

45(11):1405-15. 

4. Atadzhanov M, Chomba E, Haworth A, Mbewe E, 

Bribeck GL. Knowledge, attitudes, behaviors and 

practices regarding epilepsy among Zambian 

clerics. Epilepsy Behav 2006; 9:83-8. 

5.  Babikar HE,  Abbas IM. Knowledge, practice and 

attitude toward epilepsy among primary and 

secondary school teachers in South Gezira 

locality, Gezira State, Sudan. J Fam Community 

Med 2011; 18(1): 17-21.  

6. Link BG, Phelan JC. Conceptualizing stigma. Ann 

Rev Soc 2001;27:363-85. 

7. Weiss MG, Jadhov S, Raguram R, Vounatson P, 

Littlewood R. Psychiatric stigma across cultures: 

local validation in Bangalore and London. 

Anthropology Med 2001;8:71-87. 

8. Kaleyias J, Tzoufi M, Kotsalis C, Papavasiliou A, 

Diamantopoulos N. Knowledge and attitudes of 

the Greek educational community toward epilepsy 

and the epileptic student. Epilepsy Behav 2005; 

6:179-86. 

9. Kabir M, Iliyasu Z, Abubakar IS, Kabir ZS, 

Farinyaro AU. Knowledge, attitude and beliefs 

about epilepsy among adults in a northern 

Nigerian urban community. Ann Afr Med 

2005;4(3):107-12. 

10. Kobau R, Rice P. Knowledge of epilepsy and 

familiarity with this disorder in the U.S. 

population: result from the 2002 health style 

survey. Epilepsia 2002; 44(11):1449-54. 

11. Bagic D, Mastitica M, Bagic A. A five-year 

follow up study of general public awareness and 

perception of epilepsy in Croatia. Epileps Behav 

2012;25(2):2007. 

12. Radhakrishnan K, Pandian JD, Santhoshkumar T, 

Thomas SV, Deetha TD, Sarma PS, et al. 

Prevalence, knowledge, attitude and practice of 

epilepsy in Kerala, South India. Epilepsia 

2000;41(8):1027-35. 

13. Choi-  Kwon  S,  Park  KA,  Lee  HJ,  Park  MS,  Lee  

CH, Cheon SE, et al. Familiarity with, Knowledge 

of, and attitudes toward epilepsy in residents of 

Seol, South Korea. Acta Neurologica 

Scandinavica 2004; 110(1):39-45. 

14. Chomba E, Haworth A, Atadzhanov M, Mbewe E, 

Birbeck GL. Zambian health care worker's 

knowledge, attitudes, beliefs, and practices 

regarding epilepsy. Epilepsy Behav 2007;10:111-

19. 

15. Spott J, Bauer G, Baumgartner C, Feucht M, Graf 

M, Mamoli B, et al. Predictors for negative 

attitudes toward subject with epilepsy: a 

representative survey in the general public in 

Austria. Epilpsia 2005;46(5):736-42. 

16. Mecarelli O, Capovilla G, Romeo A, Rubboli G, 

Tinuper P, Beghi E. Past and present public 

knowledge and attitudes toward epilepsy in Italy. 

Epilepsy Behav 2010;18(1-2):110-5.  

17. Santos IC, Guerreiro MM, Mata A. Public 

awareness and attitude toward epilepsy in 

different social segment in Brazil. Arq 

Neuropsiquiatr 1998; 56:32-8. 

 

   

www.SID.ir

www.SID.ir


Arc
hive

 of
 S

ID

 The Journal of Urmia University of Medical Sciences, Vol. 24(4), June 2013 
 

  

Original Article 
 

A SURVEY OF KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDES OF PEOPLE IN 
SHIRAZ TOWARD EPILEPSY 

 
Soroor Inaloo1, Solmaz Rezaei2 

 
Received: 4 Feb, 2013; Accepted: 9 Apr, 2013 

Abstract 
Background & Aims: Epilepsy is a common neurological disorder. The impact of epilepsy on the 
quality of life is usually greater than the limitations imposed by the seizures alone. Level of 
information and attitudes of people toward epilepsy can affect psycho-social aspects and quality of life 
of many patients with epilepsy. 
Materials & Methods: This study was conducted on 800 randomly sampled participants in Shiraz, 
Iran. A questionnaire similar to the ones used in earlier studies in other reliable articles in other 
countries was prepared. We evaluated the level of familiarity, knowledge and attitudes of people in 
Shiraz toward epilepsy.  
Results:  Overall,  57.8% of  participants  were  familiar  with  epilepsy  that  mostly  was  seen  in  the  age  
range of 10 ± 30 years' old, urban people and those who had academic educations. 74.8% of 
respondents believed that epilepsy and seizure are different. 11.1% mentioned that epilepsy was a kind 
of madness and insanity. Only 4% would allow their children to marry a person with epilepsy. 18.4% 
believed epileptic patients were different from other persons in behavior. More positive attitudes and 
information was reported in urban people and those who had academic education.  
Conclusion: Group of our study in comparison with other studies had less familiarity with epilepsy. In 
spite of having positive attitudes in some aspects, there was not adequate knowledge about this disease 
and only some high educated and urban people expected a good prognosis for patients with epilepsy. 
Community education can have positive effects on increasing correct information and decreasing 
epilepsy stigma. 
Keywords: Epilepsy, Information, Attitude 
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