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Abstract 

 A Comparative Study of the  Effect of Atropine and 
Promethazine on the Labor Process 

  This randomized clinical trial involves 90 pregnant women whose throes had begun 
. They were randomly assigned into 3 groups : one receiving 0.5 mg Atropine , the second 
group receiving 1 mg promethazine , both having 2 ml volume in distilled water ; the 
control group received 2 ml Saline normal with predetermined codes injected once at the 
beginning of the active phase of labor . Labor progress , first and fifth-minute APGAR and 
possibility of complications were recorded . The mean labor progression of the Atropine , 
Promethazine and saline normal groups were 114.8 , 123.5 and 129.7 minutes respectively , 
which did not indicate a significant statistical difference . The mean full duration of the 3 
groups were also recorded to be 38.2 , 47.7 and 29 minutes respectively , which was 
considered to be insignificant . The mean first and fifth-minute Apgar were not significant , 
too . No significant complications were observed . The findings further indicated that 
prescribing Atropine or promethazine had no positive impact on the progression of the 
labor , and positive impact on the progression of the labor and was considered to be a waste 

of time and medicine . 

 Key words : Atropine ; Promethazine ; Labor .     
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