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MECHANISMS OF ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS
DRUGS ACTION AND RESISTANCE IN
MOLECULAR VIEW

M Rahbar', Ph.D; M H Rahimi-Rad ", M.D.

Abstract

In the last few years there has been considered progress in our
understanding of mechanisms of action of the antituberculosis agenis.
There Is good evidence that broad specterum agents exert their
antituberculosis activity by interaction with classical targets occuring in
wide rang of organisms including Mycobacterium tuberculosis. On the
other hand although the mode of actions of some of agents with
antituberculosis activity spectrum is not fully understood. The recent re -
emergence of wuberculosis as an important human pathogen has led 1o
improved methods for exploring the structure, biochemistry and genetics of
the Mycobacteria. These technical advances can now be used to guin a
better understanding of molecular basis of drug action and resistance in

Mycobacterium tuberculosis.
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