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Abstract

The aim of this study was to understand the lived experiences of Ph.D. candidates in
relation to their empowerment in the dissertation guidance process. The type of
research was qualitative and the research method was Husserl descriptive
phenomenology. The interviewes were 10 PhD students who were selected by
snowball method and interviewed using standard open-ended interview tools. For
ensuring the trustworthiness of the finding (credibility, transferability,
confirmability, and dependability), we employed member checking, thick
description, and external audits. The results demonstrate the ups and downs of
empowerment in the guidance process. The factors that increase the empowerment
are freedom of selecting their supervisor, empathetic understandings, fluent roles,
effective feedback, and student capabilities. On the other hand, the factors that
reduce empowerment are minimal responsibility, lack of expertise, and poor
feedback, which led the students to unconventional pathways.
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