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Abstract

In this study, the exploratory mixed-method approach was employed along with the
qualitative grounded theory and a quantitative-descriptive correlational technique to
design and validate an internationalization model for Iranian universities in
humanities and social sciences. In the qualitative section, the participants included
the experts and faculty members with relevant publications and experience of
teaching at international universities and holding internationalization training
courses. In this section, there were also the managers of international offices and the
deans of international faculties of public universities in Tehran. The purposive
sampling method was utilized to select twelve participants for in-depth interviews,
which were continued until the data reached the theoretical saturation. During the
analysis of qualitative data using open and axial and selective coding methods
finally, 18 groups of measurable variables in the form of six general categories of
components were identified and defined, which are: 1) Causes of internationalization
of universities, 2) The main phenomenon, 3) Underlying conditions, 4) Interfering
conditions, 5) Strategies and 6) Consequences. Based on the findings of qualitative
stage analysis, a research questionnaire was designed. The stratified relative
sampling method was used for selecting 250 faculty members and PhD students in
humanities and social sciences from Allameh Tabataba’i University, University of
Tehran, Alzahra University, and Tarbiat Modares University. Then the research
questionnaire was distributed among them to collect the quantitative data.
Quantitative data were analyzed in the form of descriptive data analysis, factor
analysis, and structural equations. The results of testing the quantitative model,
developed from the hypotheses of the qualitative model, confirmed the generality of
the paradigmatic model.
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