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Abstract

Background: Fungal infections were noted among Millitarians. The present study was carried
out on Millitarians referring to the Pasteur Institute during a one-year period, 1996-97, to determine
the prevalence of fungal infections.

Materials and methods: It was a descriptive study. Skin scrapings were obtained from different
7 parts of the body, then specimens were treated with KOH or lactophenol according to the guidelines
of reference books. Direct microscopic examination and culture of the organism were performed.
Finally, the fungi type and the infected region were determined.

Results: Of 84 referred subjects, 25 (29.8%) revealed to have fungal infection. Epidermophyton
floccosum was the most common observed fungus. Foot was more commonly affected (15.5%)
following by the groin region (8.3%).

Conclusion: With respect to the Millitarians’ social life style, we are worried about the high preva-
lence of infection. Establishing the etiology could be helpful.

KEYWORDS: Dermatophytes, Fungal infection, Millitarians.



