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Respiratory complication of mustard gas in Iraq-Iran war
victims living in Kermanshah

*Dadpey M; MD', Ghahari L; MSc?

Abstract

Background: Mustard gas (sulphur mustard), the most widely. used chemical agent in the Iran-lraq war,
affects many organs including the skin, respiratory tracts. This study ' was performed to evaluate respiratory
complication on victims.

Materials and Methods: In a historical cohort study, Two hundred and four victims were referred from the
Mostazafan and Janbazan Foundation of kermanshah.with.confirmed mustard gas poisoning 14-17 years
after the exposure were studied. Patient compared with control group.

Results: Nearly all the victims complained. of cough, dyspnea, and suffocation. Mortality was 75%
(respiratory failure) and 25 %(renal failure) in victim group and was % 14/2 (Malignancy), %14/2 (heart
failure), %28/5 (accident), %42/8 (aging) in control'group. Median age of death in this group were 65/5 years
and in another group were 70.

Conclusion: From this study weare able to provide a suitable practical plan for workup and management
of patients in this setting.

Keywords: Chemical war, Mustard gas, Respiratory Complication
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