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Abstract

In order to determine the epidemiologic indices, causes and the predisposing factors
associated with lameness in horses of Ahvaz city, a prospective study was designed. In
this study, two types of data were used. The first belongs to five housing stables of the
region, defined as sample population and the second to horses being lame assessed at the
Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital of Ahvaz regardless of the primary reason for their
admission, defined as hospital cases throughout the study. Data collection from the
sample population achieved by frequent measures done at the place of the selected stables
and the hospital cases were assessed at the large animals surgery section of the Veterinary
Medical Teaching Hospital of Ahvaz-university. Chi square test was used for the analysis
of the data. The study showed that the incidence rate of Jameness problem was 0.09 cases
per horse-at risk-year. The risk of the problem increased in order of increasing age and
was higher in older horses. The forelimbs were accounted for most of the injuries and
more horses were noticed as lame during work than any other time. Leg and joint
problems were the most commonly perceived cause of lameness in sample population
(54.5%, 36.3%). There were no considerable differences in the affected sites of hospital
cases. Race horses were the most affected group in sample population whereas most
injuries in hospital cases occurred among pleasure horses. It was identified that
predisposing factors like racetrack and terrain condition, amateur trainers, ignorant clients
and jockeys, training methods failure, hard work, conformation abnormalities and

management are playing an important role in the occurrence of lameness among surveyed
populations.
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