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Pericardiocentesis in cattle affected to traumatic
reticulopericarditis

Ghadrdan-Mashhadi, A."*; Jamshidian, M.** and Kajbafi, M."

Abstract

This study was done on 22 TRP suspected cases that were referred to veterinary hospital of
Shahid Chamran university of Ahvaz, Iran. In all cases after history taking and cl-mcal'
cxamination, pericardiocentesis was done. Pericardial fluid samples were studleq
macroscopically and microscopically and their color, odour, turbidity specific gravity and
total protein were recorded. Also, the samples were studied cytologically and
mlcroblologlcally Results showed that edema, bilateral engorgement and pulsation of Jugulaxl
vein and muffled heart sound were the major clinical signs. Macroscopic examination showed
that the most pericardial fluids were red or brown in color, turbid and had foul- sme]lmg.!
Means of specific gravity, total protein and WBC count of samples were 1.027+0.003,
4.55+0.548 gr/dl and 5083+£278 cell/ul respectively. Also, in all cases the number of
neutrophils was greater than lymphocytes. The most prominent isolates from the pericardial
fluids was Arcanobacterium pyogenes (82.6%). Other isolates were Bacillus Spp., S. aure:usl
Clostridium, Spp., E. coli and Flavobacterium Spp. Also in 3 cases protozoa species were
found in pericardial fluids. !

Key words: Traumatic reticulopericarditis, Clinical signs, Pericardial fluid, Cattle
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