& s

~ S

The Journal of Philosophical Theological Research (JPTR)
Vol.19, no.2, Summer 2017, Ser.no.72 (pp. 165- 188) (F0 VA ao) VY (gls 05l A YAF Ol (93 05ladh o598 Sl
DOI: 10.22091/pfk.2017.314.1170

A Survey of Rational Arguments for Imam's
Infallibility from the Viewpoints of Sayyed Murtaza
and Qazi 'Abduljabbar

Aliasghar Hadidi'

Mohammadreza Emaminiya’

(Received:2016/8/1; Accepted:2016/12/5)

Abstract

Among lots of rational arguments for Imam's infallibility one can pick up impossibility of
progression of Imams; incumbency of preservation of SharT'a; and incumbency of conformity
with Imam —for which Imami scholars have always argued enthusiastically. On the other
hand, other Islamic denominations including Mu'tazila do appropriately not valorize the
infallibility, and have strived to object to the arguments for Imam's infallibility such as the
abovementioned ones. Having put forward a sketch of and an introduction to the two books,
namely al-Mughni and al-Shafi, along with a definition of infallibility, this article will explain
and illustrate the aforementioned rational arguments from the viewpoints of the two scholars.
Alongside this argumentative route, it will be clarified that Qazi's objections cannot
undermine the arguments because, while dealing with the argument for impossibility of
progression, the main emphasis of Imami scholars has been placed upon people's fallibility
not upon the problem of punishments accomplishment (Iqamat al-hudiid). Furthermore, in the
argument for preservation of Shari'a, Qazi's proposed alternatives cannot be sufficient in order
to preserve Shari'a, and in the argument for incumbency of Imam's conformity, one's failure to
follow Imam can be justifiably interpreted as undervaluing Imamate. Nonetheless, some of
Sayyed Murtaza's responses stay in need of further illustrations.

Keywords: Imam's Infallibility, Sayyed Murtaza, Qazi 'Abduljabbar, Impossibility of
Progression, Incumbency of Conformity, Preservation of Shart'a
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