» 0N

AL
b dwf‘b’
The Journal of Philosophical -Theological Research (JPTR) ’{

Vol.20, No. 1, Spring 2018, Issue 75 (pp. 71-92) .
DOI: 10.22091/PFK.2018.1365.1449 (Y=Y 50) VO gy o)l A ¥V il sl lod o

The Relation between Sensory Perception,
Perfection and Pleasure with Beauty
in Christian Wolff's Aesthetics

Davood Mirzai*
Ali Salmani™
Reza Mahoozi™™

Received: 21/10/2017 | Accepted: 31/01/2018

Abstract

Christian Wolff's view regarding sensory perception — which is formed on a
Leibnizian framework — forms the base of his aesthetics. He explains the concept of
perfection and pleasure according to the clear but disordered essence of sensory
perception that is present in this framework and through this very path guides towards
the definition of beauty. Thus, according-to him, perfection is the consistency or
accordance of diversity or the abundance of things or their parts; pleasure is the result
of the intuition of the perfection present in things; and beauty is the perfection of a
thing from the aspect of it being suitable in creating pleasure in us. Therefore, in this
article we intend to explore the essence of sensory perception according to him and
the relation betweenit, perfection and pleasure with beauty in his aesthetics so that it
becomes clear how aesthetics emerges from the heart of epistemological discussions
in general and from the depths of sensory perception in particular. Finally, while
keeping in mind the important fact that he did not directly claim to have an
independent theory in the field of aesthetics, we will critique and give our views in
regards to the requisites connected to his aesthetics so that the limits of his extreme
rationalist views in dealing with issues such as the extent that beauty covers, the levels
of beauty and the difference of views in relation to taste and liking become clear.
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