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ABSTRACT:

The Changing Trend in Cancer Incidence in Iran

Shaibani. Kh. MD. , Mortazavi. S.H. MD., Azadeh P. MD

This study is from 1939-1996(58y) and 58,296 patients were generated from two similar sources in
the same town (Tehran). Although it is a study of “relative rates” in comparable samples it dose not
show the incidence of cancer. That was not possible then or now as there is no national or regional
cancer registries. However, the authors feel that it does show the changing trend. Our study shows that
in the male patients, when we take leukemia’s, non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma and Hodgkin’s lymphoma
together they are commonest neoplasms, and they have increased slightly. Female breast cancer has
risen from 12.6% to 22.3% and cervical cancer reduced from 19.8% to 11.8%. All cancers related to
use of tobacce such as larynx, lung, bladder, especially in the male, have increased as the habit is
increasing. Nasopharyngeal and testicular cancer in the male is showing an increase, which need
further studies with regards to its cause. Some neoplasm’s, like brain tumors in children, have Also
increased in numbers, which are clearly due to better tissue and CT diagnoses and the large number of
children in the susceptible age.

Cancer of the esophagus which remains an enigma shows a slight reduction. This study allows us to
better target the cancers that we need to treat, conduct research, and prepare our limited resources.

Key Words: Cancer, Trend, Iran
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