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ABSTRACT:

Complete Intra-Luminal Migration of a Retained Surgical Lap Sponge
4 Years after Surgery

Moosavi Naienie S.M MD.*, Panahi F. MD., Moghani Lankarani M.,

A 10 — year- old boy came to our clinic with a history of fullness sensation of abdomen and
abdominal discomfort for 7 days. In physical exam, a rigid and immobile 5 x10x 15 ¢cm mass in upper
ahdomen was palpable. Abdomen was mildly bulged, tender without guarding. He had been submitted
for an appendectomy 4 years previcusly, at another hospital. He had also mild abdominal discomfort
and anemia since 2 years ago. Plain abdominal radiography was requested which showed a mass with
radio-opaque markers. Contrast study of bowel confirmed intraluminal mass. At laparotomy, several
adhesion bands in intestinal loops and abdominal wall and 2 fistulae in the intestinal wall were
observed. Ileum and cecum were found to have an inside large and hard mass. lleotomy was performed
on the compromised segment. When opened surgical specimen, it was observed an interluminal 30 ¢m
lap sponge (25 cm in ilcum and 5 cm in cecum) that had completely migrated into the interior of the
intestine.

Key Words: Foreign Body, Migration, Lap Sponge

Department Of General Surgery, Baghiatoliah University Of Medical Sciences, Telran, Iran
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