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"Medicine is a profession and should remain so.
In the practice of medicine it is unprofessional and
unethical to make money from services not directly
provided or supervised."
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Abstract:

Dystructive Consequences of Fee Splitting and Kick Back Money

*

Abbasi A. MD , Shadmehr M.B. MD , Arab M. MD , Daneshvar A. MD , Pejhan S. MD

’
wekdkk

Javaherzadeh M. MD , Farzanegan R. MD ,

Fee splitting (FS), or rebating money in exchange for referring patients to practitioners or medical
services, is a practice which is seen more or occasionally in our medical profession. Although FS is discussed
and criticized in foreign literature, it has rarely, if at all, been investigated in our national literature.

Foreign medical literature and position of medical societies regarding FS were studied. Legal aspects were
also searched, then the matter was presented in the form of results and discussion.

Valid medical literature and position of many medical societies are in opposition with FS and believe that
this phenomenon is immoral and irrational. There are also codified laws against FS in many countries. Leaders
in the medical profession have taken strong ethical stands against FS.

The FS phenomenon results in damage to the patients and ruins appropriate inter-relation between
physicians. It also hinders ethical and scientific development in medical society.

Key Words: Medical Ethics, Fee Splitting, Fee Sharing
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