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Metaplasia

Dr. Abassi F.(MD)

ABSTRACT:

Metaplasia is a reversible change in which one adult cell type (epithelial) or
mesenchymal)  is replaced by another adult cell type. Metaplasia of epithelial
cell to mesenchymal one (and converse) is seen, but is rare.

Metaplasia is an adaptive substitution of cells more sensitive to stress by cell
types better able to withstand the adverse environment but in some
circumstances, represents an undesirable change.

The most important, is the relationship of metaplasia with malignancy
because the influences that predispose such metaplasia, if persistent, may
" induce cancer transformation in metaplastic cells.

key words : metaplasia, adaptive change, malignancy



www.sid.ir
www.sid.ir

