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Abstract

There has been an increasing interest in optimism and its
underlying characteristics after the development of positive
psychology. Many studies suggest that there is a significant
difference between the optimists and pessimists in attention
to positive and negative information and stimuli. Because of
the cognitive nature of attention, however, people’s
expectancies and goals also may play a role. The aim of this
study was to investigate the interactional effect of optimism
and having a goal on attention bias. 60 participants were
divided into two groups (optimists and pessimists) using the
Life Orientation Test (LOT) (Scheier and Carver, 1985).
They looked at positive and negative stimuli-each of which
was either associated with their goals or not. Subject’s gaze
was measured using an eye-tracking device (SMI Model).
Analysis showed that goal oriented optimists looked
significantly more than their non goal oriented counterparts
at positive stimuli. However, pessimists with and without
goal orientation did not differ in this respect. There were no
significant differences between the groups as far attention to
negative stimuli was concerned. Results support the
interactional effect of optimism and goal orientation on
attention bias and suggest that they moderate each other as
cognitive and affective constructs.
Keywords: positive psychology,
stimulus, Eye-tracking
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1. positive psychology
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3. dispositional optimism
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1. Life Orientation Test (LOT)


www.SID.ir

/45 A>g5 )0 Bad g i (he LA

9095 caeis BB ol sl slls cialesl sla iussS
S LS o 511, LT e

Ll

ooliiwl b o obo, olfiws 3l ol Caws 4 slaosls
ol ol ol Jdos g 4 355 SPSS 1531 6 5 5
e g Sude S e sl Iime jgb 4y (blssl § Jaogs
S e a1 (40,5 oS5 Do Jobo g ot slow S8 4 g
&S ol gl lagie 0 amlys 4l ¥ 5 Y Jsaz
X = IY0° Ll etz ol oiws o Basses s
G glabasly ( Koo sloelos plo 00y = +/F°

(M==2-0) cllas ol Bl gt &S >

sl — s(eye-tracking) p—i> Lo, ol o

5 o (i SlaS ;o 4y (49,5 ol D (5 S ol
SMI-RED-120HzZ Jos o> Lo, olKiws 5l o5
Sl el VY jgiile 5 ) ol ISt a8 o ool
Sl 3,8 9ol zlgel oaisS cdl yo olKiws S e 4l )l
W@l o 35,8 VY. (6 0y diged C o b i OIS > S
P iy Sl OlS > ol gl Iview X jlsle 5
0955 g Liwlaesl >,k sl Experiment Center |33l
o sleosls Jd=s ol Begaze jlisls 5 g oS e )
lacess o 6 pSojlll gl olie olKiws (yl 0dd

P ol g a S e )5S g awlxe p ) i

Y Jgu=
Cado S om0 do (3055 ol W g pein Camdd jlizo Bl il g (s Kileo

5 Bad y90s Hladan
00,55 ol Wuw Condd Olaal 50,5 ol e i Slaws T (50,5 ol G s Sl
sD M sb M SD M SO M SD M sD M
\-AY V-49A YIA Yo/A QY V- YoF VIA YN ¥4 ARRAR Y/¥ YAIO =R
oy VeeYA YIA Yo \1as ARR AR Y A [N a4t \lAS VA Oy
ary V- OYA \Al Aa7Al viY ARAANA Y0 YN V-AQ VAT INAS Yo/ g5
s 4l Lo o p olael ¥
Ydgua
o Sty (3,5 o155 ke 3 iy SanrlS slane Bl 5 aSilee
s Sap o9 Jludan
o955 oS W G Sns 005 oSS waw G Slori o955 oS W Gy Oy
sD M sb M SD M s M SD M sSb M
A-Y avfo Uy YY/A Yy ayvy vig o YYIf 04 af\s " YEIv OmUne>
YYVY RRTA) VY YAQ Yy ¥ arvy YA \RdAt YVY VX5 AINATEER A VA Y
V#4) av-y AR YeIf VPN~ afvo YIN YEA \Fay A4YA W6 YvA N3

35031 e £ 51 GRgn sla ki I (S a8 Ll )
Soa3] 09)0 1S (B 5 (6,108 5 nBeS) 0oy
A oolazwl ‘w;): bl Judow 5l (S e £45) Qing

1. mixed ANOVA

e slo o5 e & ilide slaog S o3l 10,5 ol g5l
‘LQUSLG.: U"‘ Lg)‘QLI.:A 3 6‘;3 ‘>9”"‘gs‘° oodlice Lsa.m 9


www.SID.ir

05 F Jsloz o ey a dalad g (29,5 059,0 slo Julos

S 00 da‘)‘

S Syzaie 3 Gl y8k odlio e ££/46

o9 —Baa hlo) ¥ il g Jdow S el i el
J)m—wm&)m)vx(wm—uﬂw?)\'x(d..\b
o 9 5295 = sl s a5 ol bl (hie

F Jgu=
0955 ol (695 (55ludu g (S B T (B9, s il sl Sl L

P E ©lygdzme (Sl df
[+Y I AOO-F+A \
Al YIY YAYIO \
1% <\Y YAvAyY \
b Y'Y YY/o \
At V/¥f \ARRARAE \
4 QA \Y \
\FYZAY A [\ d

44 (N4

Amnslg 0311

00,5 oSS o Job

t

6)“'\5‘)‘“
i S Slaay
00,5 oS e Job o

& > ..n.:.- JIM

00,5 oSS o Job

i oS Shass

00,5 oS e Job

iy s ol

S s X (6 ladan

Uas

el aslad ol 8l cais slass (g9, 5 lolse ST g ladas

I So e p 90 ol el Sl g cmies S oo
o )L)Lu.o 4.»..“.:‘9 Lgl.(bc)b.s‘

Syladae (Lol 5l dadd oS 59l oo cdaline ¥ Jgux o
A el Jloboe JouB BB mlaw 10 0,5 oSS o Job
A Baa ol 8l 5l sy ladas ol 8l as gy oyl

Lol los ;S oS (Lsaie 9 oo 3l o) (5 né SloS oo

O Jou=
0955 o5 5o%l 2 (5,ldun g (Swaihes b gl Jolas g S e g9 51 (89,5 (3950 il yly Julowi gl

P E )90 (Sileo df
oo Wy Y-VVAYAY )
ofeee ¥4 YA-Q \

<Y R YOYAYA \

<Y <1\ 4 \

oo Wy Y YEAAYF )
RN A vy )
o+ 4 V- YOAYYA \
Y4 Y YvY \

VOOOA-Y (N4
£\ N4

A g 03101
50,5 oSS e Jebo

e ConlS olass

oS oS uw Job

i ol ol

05,5 oS e Jsb

e Sl ol

00,5 oSS aw Job

i ol Sl

00,5 oS waw Jsb

i Sl Sl

fore

S 55

6)|JéMxJ):>u&93

R

Soh X e x S e g9

(S om0 £9) Uas

Hlaly glooslsl 1 S g )00 5 S 2 g5
3 Bae g yladan ol 8l g sl 51 g el anilad ol
e 5 St SlaS e 4y 9,5 oS 5 i Caonis Ll
5 S e g5 Jale s ol L il [0S b sl
e ol el jlaline asnly o3lail 93 p2 (s
L5 a0 o5 Cte 5 ome 4y iy e s 9131 &S

A Sy £95 45 Sad e At sl (pl 4 Az b

Sl St o2 5 (59,5 ol e Jsb 2 o2 2l
Sololos jsb 4y 9 (IS job 4 BauS eS8 o)l 3l gt
\'(B\“A)‘Sé.uu_f)muxho;o&&.;ﬁj)m@m
iy S Cie S me (G9) it 9 V2V o
holas S1LQFBIF oy 3 FEY) (are S o b wslaals


www.SID.ir

fvi47 A>g5 )0 Bad g i (he LA

O P2 ol 0 Ve YA) aiilad die g Codie SloS e S pome (59, i 9 (AYFO ol 0 V- 29A) 2o 5 0
FY) 05 Oglite 55 S e 90l g5, Wil piir i gl 50 FOIA) (it Syome b aiziils iy Sl S
ool ool Gl 5 o b Julss ol Jloged (YA ulp j0 4 50,5 ol S jo Sl poas ol 3l ¢ blie jo 9 (YY/A

11500 £ 10998
11000 o=
q g
% 10500 10069
3 10000 | 10078 == \—
49 9500 1
% 9000 9345 = o
8500 - — e
8000 -
Cote S s e S e
Y yloges
(3955 S155 e Jabo 2 e 58 5 (s (sop sboles i1
50
- 458
! ® _E +\
é - 42 e
g 400 —39
Y 35 4
¥ ; e EER:
13 C e he>
30
]
25
Sote S e e S e

T ;loges
> Cond Olaw 3 S e £8 g g wg> ol

Sya0 50 5 (AAFY Ll 0 VIV oS ol T @ Jladan oSy a5 Jelas 51 aSnl Coles ,0 g den 5l et

L Boa o sloagmhes widlas (FSolss e Syme 09 Jlolise (9,5 ol Sae Job p2 (e 5 )Mo
Slaiman U ladas slaio i g Ban o slacedy ol 8w ccilad Jlolise ol i cois slaws 5 Jg
3 (S8 Do d Lo, Klw) aiilad Jgela Jladae crie S pme dn (50,5 olSS Due ;0 B o e
aw ol Jelss 31T Jlogad (Canloads SOV oY Jolom ol 50 Ve VOF) s il Bas o (a0 81 L Sl

e oo LS (50,5 oSS Wi Jsb p Iy it laman I i Jladae slaco e Jy (VoYY


www.SID.ir

12000
11500 +
11000
10500
10000 -
9500 -
9000 -

11739 =

10256
10214 ==-...

9941

QJ)S‘ al5 Sove J9J:

s (S yain § b 8L 0050 j YA/48

10460

seses J““‘\s‘m“\.;‘ﬁ"

—— ebis e

8500 —Bos o ey
8000 - _
-_— )|\9\: ks
LY J):ua \_’,__é.:.n J).-aua
Y loges
0905 oS0 s b Syoe g5 5 5,080 (S (Sleles
a0 as adl cnl 15 skee il Su31 il o ays Gz

e+)) ‘nj).';_u)iw u*..ms)_' 0 VLY olf.:).w.u Lbuj)m )‘
0331 shie GBS 1ore G Ay Az gl (6, S g Syl Lo pony
BSOS Azgi Cle g (ke S yme 93,0 4 G beS
o= e Sl (ol Ry b sl last (o)
Gl o an g a Syl Ay g b pg i S e s
QS o Gz oyl Bllail il by e Jawgy (saie
2 3590 Slonagd 5 (e slasS e axg (plaS
Fasad basags a Sl 5l -8 s3le oo o8 T8 8 daxs
slas ol a Sl L oS 18 Ll sl oo sl b aigs
255584 Ty 6,500 slablis
S B S e 090 50 b el )3 s o LSy
azgs Slbil (9))] 5 998 aBpdy s (nl ST Sl (S
9 09 bl S5ls s g iy 6l p (i sl 2 4
o2 5L LTy s |50 o bes 0 LadS o cind
@l S (8 (Solel pas il oozla 50 (b
=9 LTl () e 5 LT ) ogllae ST
e S e 93 8 4 a8 lain e 9)50 3 (e (]
D9t A pdy (pg i Ko JiBg5) WS (o0 4295 e g
S plaima 0590 )3 1y 0T Olsd a5 310 092y (s ax
a9 0 S (Gl Giegh) Wiyl | azgs 655! las
Slesmmim 5 mobs Ol 3l Cummo Glr @ i S
Eoire ,o $CiS P asre SLedbl osls ol
o 10 LS ) o beS Sl o )3 d o Sl

9 RObeS 9 Gl (B (o p g cpl Bue
5 S GlaS e (55, by S, 658 Ll Joles
Logate ;500 (58,5 )5 50 9 5 (IS job & o e
3 i Codie S e 4 (g bl yob a4 BaiS eSS
po—< o..\_;.mooL&;’ ..\_>|9.“5a J.o‘ u.;‘ ...\Jo; o5 Ga.w J).‘;u
Lgdly 5o odl (i bs Ol )0 (ompn 990 digad ol
O0) (i bs= Ol 5o F0S S 18 (5:Sle 4 4295
wuup)lwub‘)msj)mcb)wo&u‘y‘sa
=l (g ldan 050 0 cudls GBS S Ll oed oy
i e S e 4 A ek 4 o jladas as ol las
3000 )5 ol s sl e 5l i (e g o)
gzl GOl gl (e 5 Cute S e 50 0 45 Ll
Az ol ol o 3Ll LT (gl oans jo a5 09 (g0las,
@Sl 9 oY) (L3 slaiagiy b g ooy il LB
L s ladan Joles oS ga0g0 cpl Lol sl g 5.5 (Y2 o F
o9 adl e jladas s o lis dg Hloline S e g4
Lo e 4y o3l o & (Sabe> Olime (B85 S 5o
TS 658 ) S s 9 00,5 oSS i e
dloslas
S9m loline Syzme £95 g (b Jelas Soo Bk
ol e S pmme &y AT b Sillas days o954
o=l 05m ganadls LB Slidos L aS e 4S5 Ll ws S
A oSl 60,505 oS iy s S e 4y opoay 4 ol
a8 oS (phie 5 St oS e 4y (g5las y5bo


www.SID.ir

£4/49 A>g5 )0 Bad g i (he LA

o‘).o.b L ‘3‘)5‘ LS‘)-.’ ..\..4‘5_»‘59 Gla...'z.a LsL:bJ)m as G»LC)Ua‘
el i sl iagh

S 0 wlgioe Seg (nl syl Bl S by
Ol 38 2500 Ss slaadlss 5 (i bs> utle 5 30
9 oty B OIS Rk @l ) Bl S
Ol i o L bl ¢ sl Ol LSE sl oy
L) oliwgm oz Dol b 352y 9wl (e - St
o=l s« Has Bl 1 el ogdle oS axlge il b
S8 Sl Al lae latg) 5l (B n e Wl e g
sl 42y 6 g Dol Gl Slaal 5l (S e
ol gt ol 4 az g bl ol sl slbS e
g el Bl e b g gus oS o 0SS 5
ol dn az g Ghjsel Cuge Jlai>l wilgi oo jlans gl
D20 ol S o

b gl ol @l (ow) 2 53 &5 (placysgacs S
ST 40 0e0 g liig slalS e anl)l 0 a8 3 Lo
bose 5 srs—ai Lo o 5l (S Lo e la g
3o Lol el oais oolaswl anligsl 5 asligs sl WS
i asll ol 8l g,lidel dlge (gogusns Slasd iagh o]
L anlio g e 28ly sloS o ay gl puesd (0 a5
Lo oo G950 s 09l a8 5 )15 50 Wb 503 slagiagh
sl sasilgse 1y Lgsl ol 8has Slay U LacS e ite
3 =it plaislasli s 0o5 rpl A4S 09l ced atuie
Grea S e o bl ol S o 4 40,5 oK o)
Sgdsre dlasi ogde dy s 5Ld 090 Sla) i
O99= Sgd—mo )_u 9 u,....mj)_' u_>‘ o 03— 4.:‘)‘ 6[.@55)_‘2.@
6Lm6)_5w as A_SGA ool HES e Q,ﬂ Ego9e
Muiwjodﬂwéwbb‘bowﬁbﬂ‘
S5 09l azlse (6 lelo boyejg, (Saij chlide Dlegoge
slacealas o L Sos; Oglate Slegoge b yingh
B csLu ).vob}...mf 3).'&.0.'40 é)..))ls L Sl u.io.n sujlﬁ.uo
alzile (Sl Sedlage 5 Sl sladins;

O Sl ) S B b (S by Se Al
5 &la8un (S e g9 Jolas a5 ol las egh bl
] ol HBanS eSS 18 50,5 o Dae S e
LS5 o i o (slaes b (585 San o (sla s s
la g Jilie o Lol canzilad cudo Sy a5 0,5
50 ga58,5 oS5 ol 4 Jlacdae slacrows 5l i jladas
dolse 25U i go-ay L aoes cnl il Sousy
OLES JB8, (ot )0 (G g Py S o ) (sls
slacs o L lad,te ddoe il 5o S samlive o] jo
4 ol 8l 0, SOlSS g3y b (2 (60550 5 (haume
A olasue 45w o las ieghy ol @l ol )8
S oo s 1) 03,5 ol p (Fmhe Sl o5
Oem =) 98 pgd 0auS Jass leie 4 55 S e g8
G lhedas S8y 0l8las g pl a4 el i
ool y e GlolS e 5 diiiend polB paie JLoo
dod )l A o e a5l 58 ol Sledsl )]
=y oSl SO an ) (i 4z g Cude 4x) S e
445)(5%‘5&;7)9:9)“5.“5)9@‘5.39&‘@“56@
Wil bl adayl; asyls 4 Slaal L (e S e
= 5l oy (Jy 9 (0 4z g8 T @ i baomie>
slasS ;e a aS 8,5 o Lk o | o Glojlast s
Omos S8l o0 Sl 4 ol il e (A
2093 oa il L 0g3 b bl jo cope dllus a5 ol
Iy osdlae g auligs slos e a5 a5 ls il 5 il |8
SRl (s I 0 oot e b Baa (B (g i
5,5 g o0 ol ol @ 4z g5 b igd oad BB T 6
Oylean )l gilie SIS s 5 bt 1y S
DS S i Ay Seely (et (S8 S
Sgs sad el Lty )2 0l oo Cudie Dledll 4 Jladan
Olime 9 &S daxgi yiion ie Sledbl 4 jladas fon S
Sy oo a5 s Sl o3lail SO Sledlbl ann 4 Lyl asgs

Ol 5 855 = 5 08l sl o Cumnl (e 5 Ban g


www.SID.ir

AYAF s ST e dam )i opSol clody L

Olygd pid ryl 48

References
Aspinwall, L. G., & Brunhart, S. M. (1996).
Distinguishing optimism from

denial:Optimistic beliefs predict attention to
health threats. Personality and Social
Psychology Bulletin, 22, 993-1003.

Bruner, J. S. (1957). On perceptual readiness.
Psychological Bulletin, 64, 123-152.

Begley, T. M., Lee, C., & Czajka, J. M. (2000).
The relationships of type A behavior and
optimism with job performance and blood
pressure. Journal of Business and Psychology,
15, 215-227.

Carver, C. S., & Gaines, J. G. (1987). Optimism,
pessimism, and postpartum depression.
Cognitive Therapy and Research, 4, 449-462.

Gollwitzer, P. M., Heckhausen, H.; & Steller, B.
(1990). Deliberative vs. implemental mind-
sets: Cognitive tuning -toward  congruous
thoughts and information. Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology, 59, 1119-
1127.

Isaacowitz, D. M. (2005). The gaze of the
optimist. Personality and Social Psychology
Bulletin, 31, 407-415.

Light, J., & Isaacowitz, D.M. (2006). The effect
of developmental regulation on visual
attention: The example of the ‘‘Biological
Clock.”” Cognition and Emotion. 20, 623-645.

Lobel, M., Devincent, C. J., Kaminer, A., &
Meyer, B. A. (2000). The impact of personal
maternal stress and optimistic disposition on
birth outcomes in medically high risk woman.
Health Psychology, 19, 544-553.

Nonis, S. A., & Wright, D. (2003). Moderating
effects of achievement striving & situational
optimism on the relationship between ability
and performance outcomes of college
students. Research in high Education, 44,
327-346.

Norman, D. A. (1982). Learning and memory.
New York: Freeman.

Hep (5 yzae 5 Ol 8 codlj0 50 8-/50

&=y
obdo 2lsy 5 UL (b Sl (VYAY) o cisulas
Ayl ol )5 asl (bl lpdol g o (toisF
Olol oBiils ¢ soges  owliiily,
kS g oJl (WS oS @l co Gl el el
coliy y5lo 00335 ,3 dax 3 o Wie> S0a5 . (VARF) L >
s, Sllasl i) 45 A YAY

Peterson, C., & Seligman, M. E. P. (1984).
Causal explanations as_a risk factor for

depression: Theory and evidence.
Psychological Review, 3, 347-374.
Scheier, M. F.,. & Carver,. C. S. (1985).

Optimism, coping, and health: Assessment
and implications. of generalized outcome
expectancies. Health Psychology, 3, 219- 247.

Scheier, M. F., & Carver, C. S. (1992). Effects of
optimism on psychological and physical well-
being: Theoretical overview and empirical
update. Cognitive Therapy and Research, 2,
201-228.

Segerstrom, S. C. (2001). Optimism and
attentional bias for negative and positive
information.  Personality and  Social
Psychology Bulletin, 2, 1334-1343.

Snyder, C. R., & Lopez, J. (2002). Handbook of
positive psychology. New York: Oxford
University Press.

Tiger, L. (1979). Optimism: The biology of hope.
New York: Simon and Schuster.

Yali, A. M., & Lobel, M. (2002). Stress-
resistance resources and coping in pregnancy.
Anxiety, stress and coping, 15, 289-309.


www.SID.ir

