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Introduction

As the world's population grows, more food need to be produced. Plasma technology is one of the methods that can
improve plant growth. Cold plasma is effective in increasing growth and germination indices. In this article, the effect of cold
plasma based on corona discharge was investigated on germination of Adel, Mansur, and Azad chickpea varieties.

Materials and Methods

In the corona discharge method, a relative vacuum should be used. Corona discharge is formed when there are
pronounced spatial in-homogeneities in the electric field, in particular, when the electric field exceeds the breakdown
threshold in a limited spatial region. This commonly occurs when highly asymmetric electrodes are employed, such as a point
and a plane. Thermodynamically corona is a very non-equilibrium process, creating a non-thermal plasma. The avalanche
mechanism does not release enough energy to heat the gas in the corona region generally and ionize it, as occurs in an
electric arc or spark. Only a small number of gas molecules take part in the electron avalanches and are ionized, having
energies close to the ionization energy of 1- 3 ev, the rest of the surrounding gas is close to ambient temperature. Corona
discharge is a weakly ionized non-equilibrium plasma based on the avalanche mechanism. If it reaches a close distance with a
conductive material or increase the electrical field, it can create longer breakdown streamers and eventually create sparks.
The system is designed to convert 220V voltage with a frequency of 50 Hz to 12 kV voltage with a frequency of 9 kHz. Two
electrodes with a 2 cm distance are in a vacuum chamber with a negative pressure of 20 pounds per square inch. And the
samples are placed between two electrodes. Experiment was performed in form of a.factorial experimental design based on a
CRD. In this plan, treatments are randomly placed in experimental units. The type of factorial experiment performed is
3x3x2x2 and multiplied numbers are factor levels. Seed production year factor in two levels, moisture factor in two levels,
Seed variety factor in three levels, and exposure duration factor in three levels were examined. Plasma-exposed seeds and
non-exposed seeds were grown under the same conditions. The samples were selected completely randomly. The samples
were wetted 24 hours before exposure. Then all 18 chickpeas were placed in a dish in order to observe proper repetition.
Samples from each dish were exposed to cold plasma under the same conditions between samples for a specified period of
time. After exposing the samples to cold plasma, samples of all dishes under the same conditions at 30 °C and 300 lux
environmental light were examined for germination evaluation. For this purpose, samples of each dish were placed in a cover
of cotton cloth. They got wet every 4 hours. After 48 hours, all samples were examined and the root length of each sample
was measured.

Results and Discussion

The results showed that seeds exposed to plasma for 60 seconds had a faster germination speed than those without
exposure. Also, seeds that were exposed to plasma for 30 seconds had a longer root length than those without exposure.
According to the results of statistical analysis, exposure to cold plasma for 30 seconds has increased root length in Adel
chickpea variety up to 12.5% and in Mansour variety up to 18%

Conclusion

After statistical analysis, appear that root length under the same conditions, during 30 seconds of exposure to cold
plasma, is significant at 5% level from non-exposure and 60 seconds of exposure. Microscopic images of samples were
examined on the outer surface and inner tissue of seed cell. Studies have shown that the outer surfaces of seeds exposed to
cold plasma are smoother, less prominent and smaller contact angle than those without exposure to plasma. This change can
increase the hydrophilicity of seeds. But cold plasma had no effect on cell tissue in terms of size and number.
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Fig. 1. Image of cold plasma reactor based on corona discharge
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Table 1- Factorial analysis of variance analysis table in a completely randomized design

Source Sum of squares df Mean square F
T Olupe ggome  @Mjlaay  Olupw (ke el
“erlye 3680.194 2 1840.097 89.374™
Exposure
sk 142,617 1 142,617 6.927
Moisture
Ju 2888.000 1 2888.000 140.271™
Year
gl 3189.454 2 1594.727 77.456™
Variety
Co X wox
15k “P'_"’ 2396.207 2 1198.103 58.192
Exposure x Moisture
Jlo X aelse 618.287 2 309,144 15.015™
Exposure x Year
w5 X el 744.019 4 186.005 9.034™
Exposure x Variety
J_L» X Cugh, 376.599 1 376.599 18.291"
Moisture x Year
X c'».plo)_ 499.318 2 249.659 12.126™
Moisture x Variety
o)X Jl‘“_ 380.028 2 190.014 9.229™
Year x Variety
Jlo X Caglo) X aaerlye 8.485 2 4.242 0.206™
Exposurex Moisturex Year
w8 % Cogh) X deelye 90.136 4 22534 1,094
ExposurexMoisturexVariety
w8 X e X sl 1057574 4 264.394 12.842™
Exposure x Year x Variety
Cedy X JleX cashy 205.892 2 102.946 5.000™
Moisture x Year x Variety
18 X Jlo X Cugboy X agalse .
Exposure x Moisture x Year 272.802 4 68.201 3.313
x Variety
ks 12600.333 216 20.589
Error
S 112518.000 323
Total

ol (613 gxe pae (slime 41 NS Casl ) ime BB (gl /0 aw )3 ¥ ¢ XY prdaw ;> *°

™ Significant at the 0.01 level and * significant at the 0.05 level. ns means insignificance.
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Table 2- Multiple comparisons between germination speed and exposure time based on LSD method

Std. Sig 95% Confidence
(1) Exposure time (J) Exposure time Mean difference (1-J) Error ' Obwob! dkold
aalype obj a2lype obj CrSlo B slbs ) Lower bound Upper bound

slail S omb e YU

0 30 417" .097 .000 23 61

60 -.083"™ .097 .392 =27 11

30 0 -417 .097 .000 -61 -.23

60 -.500 .097 .000 -.69 -31

60 0 .083”*S .097 .392 -11 .27

30 .500 .097 .000 .31 .69

sl (6yl5 ma pae (gline 4 NS 5 Cuolyls me BMES] )1 70 pdas j>
* The mean difference is significant at the 0.05 level and ns means insignificance.
LSD (bg) ool » axalye loj g adny Jobo o (ke dunlio ol -V Jgua
Table 3- Results of comparison of mean between root length and exposure time based on LSD method
Std. sig 95% Confidence
(1) Exposure time (J) Exposure time Mean difference (1-J) Error @‘w Oluab! dlold
aaleo b aalgo b Sl AW s ) Lower bound  Upper bound
sl S ol NI

0 30 87 231 .000 42 1.32
60 53* 231 .022 .08 .99
30 0 -.87: 231 .000 -.1.32 -.42
60 -.34 231 144 -.79 12
0 -.53™ 231 .022 -.99 -8
60 30 .34™ 231 144 -1.2 .79

sl (65 gixe pae gline 4 NS 5 ool iy gme BN (clyls 70 aw ¥
“ The mean difference is significant at the 0.05 level and ns means insignificance.
STY g jguaie ¥ Jole ) 23455 o)) )3 ugby (slgie polie -€ Joua
Table 4- Moisture content of chickpea varieties seed: 1. Adel, 2. Mansur and 3. Azad

Variable (%) Max Min Median Mean SD CV (%)
() yeita by S Wl ol e Bl (1) Ol e
VS by i gpen g5 741 7.49 2.37 31.64
Dry moisture content 1
VS by slie geen 978 714 768 5.32 69.27
Dry moisture content 2
Vb by el 001 333 732 722 1.83 25.35
Dry moisture content 3
VA sle a0 278 678 6.89 1.99 28.82

Wet moisture content 1

VP sk Slyone 3611 270  6.67 6.96 3.40 48.85
Wet moisture content 2

V’;“.;Q’L’ Slyiome 10.00 3.22 6.86 6.71 1.60 23.84
Wet moisture content 3

Archive of SID.ir



Archive of SID.ir

YYV 0955 )0y Giailzr 30 e glowsdly 51 (1959 5Sorn saw) 2 <00l 5eeBT (2> g gy 15

Chickpea Variety
u Adel
m Mansur
w Azad
0 30 60

w2l oloj
Exposure time (s)

25

2Ske
N
o

=
[$3]

ady) Job

Mean Root Length (mm)

[$;]

o

LoDy L dgrlgo loj ota b adyy Jobo (nSilie byl - JS
Fig. 2. Relationship between mean root length and plasma exposure time
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Fig. 3. Relationship between germination speed and plasma exposure time
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Fig. 4. The effect of exposure time of chickpea seeds to cold plasma on germination percentage
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Fig. 5. Microscopic images of outer surface of seeds: a. Wet Adel chickpea variety producted in 2020 without exposure.

b. Wet Adel chickpea variety producted in 2020 with Corona for 30 seconds. C. Wet Adel chickpea variety producted in
2020 with Corona for 60 seconds
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Fig. 6. Microscopic images of contact surface angle of water drop with seeds: a. Dry Adel chickpea variety producted in

2020 without exposure. b. Dry Adel chickpea variety producted in 2020 with Corona for 30 seconds. C. Dry Adel
chickpea variety producted in 2020 with Corona for 60 seconds
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Fig. 7. Microscopic images of cell texture of seeds: a. Wet Adel chickpea variety producted in 2020 without exposure.

b. Wet Adel chickpea variety producted in 2020 with Corona for 30 seconds. c. Wet Adel chickpea variety producted in
2020 with Corona for 30 seconds
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