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The Required Competencies of Agricultural Graduates for Entering Job
Market

E. Shahbazi and A.Ali-beigi

Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive-corelational research was to identify the main expected professional
competencies of agricultural graduates (B.Sc), as perceived by managers and employers. The statistical
population of this study was the public, private, and cooperative managers and employers engaged in agricultural
sector in Mazandaran, Khuzestan, Kermanshah and Hamedan province. A statistical sample of 212 members was
randomly selected by applying stratified random sampling method. A questionnaire was developed by the
researchers to gather research data. Factor analysis showed that seven highest ranked competencies for graduates
of higher agricultural education institutions are communication, professionalism, problem-solving, vocational
ethics in agriculture, moral, administrative and general qualities. For development of these competencies, the
new didactical arrangements including problem orientation, experiential learning and fundamental changesin the
teaching and learning process are proposed.

Keywords: Competency. Higher agricultural education. Agricultural graduate. Factor anaysis
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