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Agricultural Extension, Poverty and Sustainable Agriculture:
Application of Path Analysis

K. Rezaei-Moghaddam and E. Karami

Abstract

The linkage between sustainable agriculture, poverty and agricultural extension efforts and their impacts on rural
centers in Behbahan Shahrestan has been discussed in this paper. Data were collected from 200 farmers in 40
villages of this Shahrestan. A multi-stage stratified random sampling technique was used for selecting villages
and farmers. The findings of path analysis in three different causal models provide the complexity of
relationships between variables and environmental degradation so that there is a causal relationship between
poverty and unsustainability. Lack of direct causal effect of use of technology and extension efforts on
sustainability in three models indicated the structural and institutional limitations of extension in diffusion of
appropriate technologies. Finally, recommendations regarding regional planning with respect to socio-economic

characteristics and changing from TOT approach to other alternatives and revising the education programs of
extension agents are provided.
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