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A Critical Review of Agricultural Vocational -Technical Courses with
Regard to Employment: A Case of Khorasan Agriculture- Jihad
Education Complex (KAJEC)

Gholamreza Khooi Nejad & Abolfazl Mirzaee!

Abstract:

This study attempted to investigate the job placement of Agriculture- Jihad VOTECH graduated students who
studied in Khorasan Education Complex from 1996 to 2002. Population of this study was 942 KAJEC graduated
students. Using Cochran formula, 269 graduated students were selected as sample group by means of stratified
random sampling with proportional alocation. Data for the study obtained from a review of literature, case
studies, and a mail questionnaire. The validity and reliability of the questionnaire were also confirmed. Findings
of the study showed that, 38% of the sample group were employed and 62% were unemployed; Considering the
graduated students in military service, 43% of the them are the potential skilled work power willing to be
employed in the relevant work places; 44% of the employed graduated students were in governmental, sector
43% in private sector and 13% ran their own business (so called self-employed); 77.5% of the sample group
were generally pleased with their education and experiences at KAJEC. To improve the quality of education in
KAJEC, it is suggested to develop vocational skills, improve practical experience of faculty members, and
provide more academic advising and counseling, and more job placement support for the KAJEC students.

Keywords: Employment, Agriculture graduated students, V ocational-technical, Job opportunities, Khorasan.
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