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Validation of Extension Indices for Ranking Iranian Provinces Extension

Education Activities

Kh. Kalantari ', A. Asadi , H. Shabanali Fami , Gh. H.Abdolahzadeh =,

Ty

Sh. Choobchian =~~~ and M. Rahimzadeh

Abstract

The main objective of present paper was to study the validity of agricultural extension indices for ranking
Iranian provinces in terms of extension and education activities. The study was carried out in two phases. In
phase one through review of literature, 137 extension-education indices were identified. The indices were
classified in seven fields as following: 1) Indices of extension workers, 2) infrastructural indices of agricultural
extension, 3) indices of extension—education activities, 4) organization and management indices of agricultural
extension, 5) indices of mass education, 6) indices of extension communication and 7) indices of extension
credits. The indices were validated by 180 extension experts of six provinces which randomly were selected.
For data analysis the mode, mean, standard deviation and coefficient of variation were estimated. In second
phase, data collected for 133 indices, through Deputy of Extension and Operation System, affiliated to the
Ministry of Agricultural Jihad and by using principal component techniques composite indices of each of the
fields was calculated. The results revealed that except four indices, the rest of 133 indices were appropriate for
agricultural and extension planning and evaluation purposes. The calculated composite index also showed that

Hamadan province was ranked in first position and Qazvin province in the last position in this aspect.

Key words: Extension and Education Activities, Extension and Education Indices, Indices Validation, Inter

Provincial Disparities, Ranking Provinces
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