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Table 1 - Frequency distribution of extension agentsin accordance with their attitude towardsapplying ICTsin agricultural extension

FR e f P o Sol o) ia A3
Attitude Category Attitude Score Frequency Per cent Valid Percent

Positive coze > 74 115 56.7 65.7

Neutral s 47-74 32 15.8 183

Negative g <47 28 138 16.0

Total of respondents &b 58 el aear 175 86.2 100.0
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203 100.0
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Table?2 - Priority setting of itemsrelated to the attitude of extension agents towar ds applying |CTsin agricultural extension

5 T C© 3 ‘i‘
st 28 138 4 1. 32
- 28 728 x5 158
s 388 § 9 ¥ 5
. > ~3 0 s -
Variables
. Lzl 525 0) 53 )98l KeS iy G Olsie 4 Ol o AL, )
3 el (s Saghisl sl s S 0l @ OIS e SUL ST g 062 439 014 1
Computer can be used asan educational-aid instrument in extension education.
Sy | 5 sl cuasS ol 5l eslatwl
o . . WOk ) IS SRS e e 4 039 063 433 015 2
Using inter net improves the quality of extension activities.
Y b abe 5 Ol 5o el S5 ml g a5 eslinal
, _ 225 e gl 5 05 03 m il Ssl il AL Sl es 5 056 075 430 017 3
Using computer and inter net save the time and financial sources.
P Kan) ; Sl 4 g oliws Sl il 5l sl
o 2 (plian) 5o,k S 4 fg ol ol Sl Sl 57 059 077 438 017 3
Using internet causes better access to updated infor mation.
S Ol 5 Ol o b, Ol LS 50 eslaiw!
N T Sk O ORI ot B0 2B S0gR e 4 o057 076 421 018 4
Using I'T improves communication between extension agentsand resear chers.
EYIRY k) 5 slodls il 5L, 51 eslaiw!
. I S s SR 2B 02 SR e 4 053 073 402 018 4
Using computer has no effect on extension activities' efficiency.
5 sd 5 by ploul 5 el ol 2
. . ot e Al sl G S SAT e 082 413 020 5
Accessto internet causesidlenessin doing extension tasks.
b oo sl |l O 5 Ole) Slass) Eslh SleMb) LS 50 ealaxw!
. 3o BB ST 0T 9 O 93 A SER S T Qe 4 060 077 380 020 5
Using I T causesflexibility in time and space for implementing programs.
abp s SNb il 1 Bl il 5l eslinul
23t RN 4 064 080 404 020 5

Using internet increases specialized infor mation.
Sl gl O 5l 59 p S Y ol g
o el 05l S A AR e 079 377 021 6
The content of electronic articlesare better than printing texts.
AL 03 Olabl BB 3 2l 5 suel Sl ¢
o | M OB B SR el sy S e 075 361 021 6
Thetruth of obtained information from internetisn’t reliable.
ESY IP P T ESER PRGN ) OV - RS NP H 1 )
Computer isaluxury deviceand isn't suitablefor organizational affairs.
Learning internet skillsistoo difficult. el S ey Sl ol 5L 4 0.76 0.87 3.90 0.22 7

B P TS R T P JCHP X RPSPLIE RPN PPN

5 0.95 0.97 4.33 0.22 7

4 0.98 0.99 3.84 0.26 8
Learning IT skills should be obligatory for newly-employed extension agents.
o 53 ke MBI (55508 oS w00 g 076 0.87 331 026 8
Thereisn’t beneficial information on the internet in the context of agricultural extension. ' ' ' '
ol 5 sl (g g 3 Sy LaLuLS 51 e 6,,1@,, 4 0.5 0.97 362 027 9

Gathering information from librariesiseasier than getting them from inter net searching.
el 2 gdes w0 ol 53 Ol gy GBI O g ol S g 5 53 i Sl 5 SL1 5 esliad
Using computer and internet aredifficult in agricultural extension becauserural people's 4 113 1.06 3.64 0.29 10
information isrestricted in thisarea.
Sed s bl faX2d Slali )18 gl Ll SleMbl g5l gl lge Cwdspand 5550

. . . . 4 125 111 3.73 0.30 11

In-servicelearning of IT skills shouldn’t be compulsory for extension experts.
] SeMb! 5l ke &5 ! io SeMbI

. . . el e SO A S sy e SBIE g 099 334 030 11
Useful information on the internet is mor e than general information.
The cost of using internet isvery high. o T oo g - S T 1.54 1.24 2.86 0.43 12
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Strongly disagree=1 Disagree=2 Moderately agree= 3 Agree=4 Strongly agree=5
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Table 3 - Correlation analysis of selected variables
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Significance level

Correlation analysis

Correlation coefficient

<:‘9.> ‘;#.:L.GJ P d‘g‘ &ALGS e

Second random variable First random variable

O 2}
0.891 0.001
Pear son
O 2
0.008 0.205**
Pear son
O !
0.099 0.125
Spearman

S (559 4 o S
Age
AttitudetowardsICTs
SleAbl 5L 5,8 SN (5,51 4 S 5K
Application of ICTs Attitudetowards|CTs
SeMb! (5l 4 s 5K Mz Ol gme

AttitudetowardsICTs Education level

* - Correlation issignificant at 0.05 level.

** _ Correlation issignificant at 0.01 level.
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Table4 - Factor analysis of extension agent’s attitude towards applying ICTin agricultural extension

L ST Lo
oL Sl osls oebls
Jole fu s i sl %) o e P
Factor name Variables Factor Eigen Explained Cumulative
loading Value variance variance
percent percent
.%J:Mbu@}bl?}f&.bl.d'ﬂol.b}‘\.b“_g)}\;iﬂa:\.&.‘...:l 0771
Using I T improves communication between extension agents and resear chers.
55 o3l w5 Bl )s o) 31 KeS s K Ol g8 4 Ol e LI, 5 g
Computer can be used as an educational-aid instrument in extension education.
.aﬁ@ﬁ_,;qw}flqu'lps\.ﬁc.nla.;;;a_u..nw,u: Rss
J.el.o Access to inter net causes idleness in doing extension tasks.
.3 g WOl sl Bl Sl oo sl gl eslaal
LS 5 e 395 0 paars OBl 58 el oSzl sles 0739
Using inter net increases specialized infor mation.
324 Sy 0 e ) P sl cas ool sl sl 0732 556 2782 2782
| . Using inter net improves the quality of extension activities.
mproving
KPIRY k) s sbedls s HA PRI Fow|
) 3,10 680 oms s glacdld oL 5o bl 5 es 0.718
extension Using computer has no effect on extension activities efficiency.
efficiency 2 (pBae) 5550 WL & fg (gl ol 3zl 5l sl 0670
Using inter net causes better access to updated infor mation.
S o bl gl 2l 318G 5 Ol 5y Slasil el OleMbI (5,53 51 esliul 0575
Using I T causes flexibility in time and space for implementing of programs.
RO R R~ S g TOC S PR P E CO CH v 6)}‘@".' 0.393
Gathering information from librariesis easier than getting them from inter net sear ching.
2ed bl g S, Sl Al Sl 6,0l sl cads s sS85 o
In-servicelearning of I T skillsshouldn’t be.compulsory for extension experts
Jole el 3o din) ol 53 Olglie 35 ST Sgr ol Ko g 7 53 S5 50 5 Gl 5l eslisul
Sbsle = b _Using computer Qnd inter net are difficult in agricultural extension becauserural peopl€e’sinformation 0.559
B isrestricted in thisarea. 2.52 12.61 40.44
Environmental - RV P e B Ty P g X2 LS, gl SNl (g, 58 sl ,lgs 5 S5b 0473
o Learning I T skills should be obligatory for newly-employed extension agents.
organizational
ST PP S5 ST ESERTIPRUS ) SV - RS NP H A ) 0.637
Computer isaluxury deviceand isn't suitable for organizational affairs.
ol Jgore SMBI 1 iy 5l dde SN 0,648
Useful information on the inter net is mor e than general information.
S iS ale Learning inter net skillsistoo difficult. Wl S s 5l slac e e 0.594
[ s Al i Oliad! BB <5 ) 5 el sy SeMb] Comns
I . . . 4 J 0565 167 8.39 48.83
Thetruth of obtained information from internet isn’t reliable.
Quality of . . .
ol gl Og 5l g SS9 S Ve gl e 0.483
content The content of electronic articlesis better than printing texts.
A Sl 53 (G DM (5505138 gy F e 53 oo
Thereisn’t beneficial infor mation on the inter net in the context of agricultural extension.
- ap e The cost of using internet is very high. YU Sl 3l 5 eslanal &y 5a 0.801
3 a3
gobadl i B 133 6.64 55.48
Economic — cost- 338 0 gl 5 0b) 5o g g ad e ol il 5 SL 5 eslid 0,689
effectiveness Using computer and inter net save in the time and financial sour ces.
Bartlett’s test = 1501.26 KMO =0.81
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Analyzing Attitude of Agricultural Extension agentstowards Using ICTs

in Gilan Province
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Abstract

The statistical population of this study was agricultural extension agents. Sampling method
was stratified random sampling and Questionnaire used as research instrument, its validity
achieved by a group of experts of ICTsand agricultural extension and education and reliability
was 0.76 that was estimated by Cronbach’s alpha. Extension agents with scores lower than 47
considered in negative attitude group between 47-74 classified in neutral and more than 74
categorized in positive attitude group. The relationship between age and level of education with
attitude towards ICT was not significant but there was positive and significant relationship
between attitude and using ICT.. The results of factor analysis showed that four factors
(Improving extension efficiency, environmental-organizational, quality of content and economic
cost-effectiveness) explained 55.5 percent of total variance of attitude towards using ICTs in

agricultural extension.
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