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Abstract

Past experience has revealed the crucia fact that the
development of human activities must be carried out in a
sound manner. Making the Boushehr Province coastal area
increasngly available to the economic sector, particularly
the oil and gas sector, has led to extensve development. As
a result, the impacts of past developments have endangered
health and the quality of the environment. In this present
research, the shoreline of Boushehr Province in the northern
Persan Gulf has been classfied on the bass of
Environmental Senstivity Index (ESI) usng sate light data
(IRSPAN & ETM) and a direct observation method by
means of GIS. On the basis of the findings of this research,
about 76.25 percent of the study area has been identified as
sheltered tidal flats, 21.8 percent as fine- to medium-grained
sandy beaches, 1.02 percent as gravel beaches, 0.7 percent
as exposed rocky shoreline, 0.06 percent as sheltered rocky
shore, 0.05 percent as mangroves and 0.12 percent asriprap.
The results showed that about 99.3 percent of the study area
is not ressant to oil spill pollutants, taking into
cons deration the ecological susceptibility of the coastal area
ecosystems, in spite of its abundant ecological resources.

Keywords: Boushehr (Iran), Coastal area, Environmental
Sendtivitv Index. Ecoloaical suscentibilitv. Persan Gulf.
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1-IMO: International Maritime Organization
2-ROPME: Regional Organization for Protection
Marine Environment

3-NOAA: National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration
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