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Moral Identity: Identification and Validation of Moral Traits
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Abstract

n order to construct a moral identity scale primarily based on Aquino and Reed (2002) model, two pilot studies were

conducted. The first study aimed to identify moral traits among college students. One hundred and twenty two students
(56% females) participated in a free-listing task. The participants were asked to list characteristics that a moral person possessed. A
content analysis of the traits based on five criteria (Hardy etal, 2011) resulted in 26 non-redundant traits. In order to obtain further
evidence that these 26 traits had sufficient content validity, in a sample different from the first study 217 students (58% females)
were asked to rate each trait using a scale ranging from I(absolutely unnecessary) to 5 (absolutely necessary). The results indicated
that 24 traits were judged to be aboye the midpoint of the scale. Investigating the results of females and males students led to
identification of nine traits that had the highest ratings: polite, trustworthy, honest, self-respect, rational, loyal, fair, religious, and

patient. These nine traits were considered as identity-invoking stimuli for constructing moral identity scale. The implications of the

Lo RY)

findings were discussed.

o5

Keywords: moral identity, college students, moral traits, validation

received: 26 January 2014 RATARVEERIPN
accepted: 6 April 2015 SATAVAN R IVRY

VWAL liasli /£ 0,boud /o33l Jlow = 12! lolidislyy 30

. Contact information: z.majdabadi@ pnu.ac.ir

~
<


www.SID.ir

S baS ) oy Hiowuw g (olelid : I coen

5 S99 el Sy eg)p) An3 0 Nigy (SIS Joo
.(Y' V¥ cw

ClaolSas By piille o Llsle Ol
61): u‘”‘“"9§ B (\&/\YJ) w% Ll 045 C)_la.a u—’9l-°""
S (M) Jas g BMS] Yl e GISS 9,55
2 85 Sl ok |y SINST (gp008 Ly Pags
9 Lobj)l 4 ainl 5 et Gphidytue Coeal
(o) 36 s (VF (o)) i ST lacbus
M) gl aST gl sl Lol 4ilge aus sals (VAAY
Csldd el 3l 0 oo (BT Jos 4 oS 1 g
(B Jas ely paded gt ols)) e
Cogh Db 4l (SEds lo a4 cwl 2 358 ke
@l B ela by Ktan s g Coanl sabe NS
ool ¥ laandgs dilie poger Caul jased 3s3 elus]
walg3 o o5 ol o) olasl b IS (gl 5
Oleie & o ol el (SWS] AdL&sA.éJ.é.) J9e D8
S Jos S Jos sl ol (2355 g
Cagh slalgime Jla5 ) oa (oludl A8 oo Yl oSy
gl Cygh ylislu s 5l oa

(Sl Cogn il ppgrie p Ghbscelo 50
.))9169) .A_le.))_g Sl 1) Ls_ab-Lu»_LrCl_n._a}‘ .))91&9)
O Sk g Camased plovul M5g8 o Bl elozs]
25 sbleiil "iledlb 398 0558 Syslssy ol
ol ol pre jln slan! oleM bl b, ol
s oljl  sloin] cacusdse Luils o cad sl sl
u‘)Uaa.:‘ 9 Ltb)sb dacdon ‘o.‘\»i LgLZbJ]J:9) 9 ‘U‘)‘i") c)9$
Oy o opSUsS JUSLl @ 5 Sy Se

W

N . .o .
e ooy sy b ladSees iy« Lo b

.

dosio
(LS gy iyl 03 Ay 55 o A gl
oML g sl ) (S s a)dliss,
d9biep oguine dlie ol 4 gl sla sladyglisy,
(V259) Sl i L1855l NATY wojly <l <l)
|y S ae dui_b tigd aslis 53] gl 451
bl SiBloges b oS g2 cpl Sl 1658 25 Sl gn
Uyl &8 158 o iy syt les sl ¢ 3MSI Yotz
Dy Sa I clausdse  lislaciglad 1) S
9 Ko Cunlody (IS sl 6 BT Yol Jpo b
1230 gl ol g 35 0 ety S8l (ol o (g3500m)
elocglad Giinlon o 1S (gt | oluo] 4 &y
S by L S

5 YQ.)}; M Cb s b wy g plael Cuond 4> S
wis S ol Jpom b sylisy, sl (5 de
P SW > Caga (B 4 Cunl 0dd cage Jolo pix
Thwgie b > b BWS] JYaul &S ol 09d dags
aSiT g (VA ¢ udl) 15 o st |) (BB s
Cad )b Bl )3 2Vl a3 (S a5l a5 ool
e 5 o) S8 eyt L BT Y
oM pper hbicelo (S (> mer 4 12Y
(NS g SplS) S 28 g (VAAY) Cas) (1AA-)
o s Sdanly 5 oS s ololis jlo 4 (VAT
iy ol 3 lazdls el M) Jae g M) Yt
o,S ke 1) BN cogn porin liicalo Sy

s ol (pl 4o Cusl b (IS g n by
S g Cagn dm (SRl sl g (S8 Al 9> (S
D09 S Cuenl 4 S Cogr (JS 0 .l (29
sl g o snyla) 90 GBI A Cuge sy
{SV Y S 5 oyl GV VY (l)lS 5 (o3)la Y VF
e o plgis 4 (MBI LSy 5 S ) (BUS] copn
b1y (B glad ¢ gm 298 0 gune (SN (5]

1. maturity 4. moral identity
2. morality 5. self-model
3. modest 6. judgment of responsibility

7. self-consistency 10. schemas
8. concerns 11. prototypes
9. activation 12. scripts
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4. community service
5. social self-schema
6. self-conception

1. plans
2. accessibility
3. moral exemplar

7. spreading activation
8. Anderson, J. R.
9.1invoking

10. cue
11. naturalistic conceptions
12. character
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4. moral discourse
5. ethics of autonomy
6. ethics of community

1. inductive
2. internalization
3. symbolization

7. ethics of divinity
8. individualism
9. individual-centered

10. duty-based
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3. non-redundant
4. compound

1. moral prototype method
2. exemplars

5. modifier
6. synonymous

7.1idiosyncratic
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1. immoral 2. neutral

3. distant
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1. person-concept
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1. features
2. nonfeatures

3. good person

4. faith commitment

5. personal agency
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1. asymmetrical 2. good character

3. incorruptness 4. filialness
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