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Comparing the Efficacy of the Behavioral Therapy methods with Speech
Therapy on the Development of Children’s Communicative Skills
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Abstract
T he aim of this study was to compare the effectiveness of behavioral therapy with speech therapy approach in improving
autistic children’s communication skills. Thirty children with autism were selected. Participation was voluntarily. The
participants assigned equally in three groups: Two experimental and one control group. The participants completed the
Word Health Organization Communicative Skills Scale (1980). The study design was pretest- posttest. One of the experimental
group received 12 session of pivotal response behavioral therapy (each 90 minutes) and the other experimental group received 48
sessions of melodic speech therapy (each 30 minutes). The results of analysis of covariance (MANCOVA) indicated that both
pivotal response behavioral therapy and melodic speech therapy increased communication skills in the experimental groups in
comparison with the control group. There was a significant difference between the pivotal response behavioral therapy and melodic
speech therapy communicative skills development, with pivotal response behavioral therapy was more effective than melodic

speech therapy.
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1. autism
2. communicative skills

3. behavioral therapy
4. speech therapy

5. Pivotal Response Treatment (PRT)
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1. Lederberg, J.

2. Fitchet, G.

3. Applied Behavior Analysis Therapy
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1. melodic intonation on the initial frequency 4. self-esteem
5. Adaptive Auditory-Motor Training Model
6. Communication Skills Scale

2. strictly speaking
3. sociability
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1. Rythmic Speech Therapy

2. continuous sound

3. bit mono
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1. conformity characteristics

2. ode difficulty
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