Journal of bt

Family Research
Vol.5(3);281-308; 2009

VWA 5/ e b/ iy JLe
Ob3 00 LT Gl g 0dlgils ;3 Camc g (guiglin o5

Kinship and Gender in the Family and their Linguistic
Manifestation

K. Zahedi, Ph.D.** @‘5&\.&8 Olgs 5o
@i et SRS ol st
M. A. Shams, M. A. o e oo

Abstract

The present research looks into
kinship terms in Farsi and English
languages in order to find the relevant
relationships between family concepts
and their linguistic realization. Using a
comparative/contrastive method and
analyzing the relevant lexical lists,
collocations, expressions, and some
proverbs, the researchers aim to detect
the connection between language and
family culture.
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After sketching the related sociolin-
guistic and linguistic background, the
article provides analysis of the data
gathered by means of questionnaires
and interviews conducted. The results
highlight the different perspectives to
family in the two cultures as reflected
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in their languages. The results also
corroborate Zahedi Hypothesis on the
relation between language, thought,
and culture and the main function of
language.
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