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1: Incidence 3 : Transient Ischmic Attack

2 : Transient Global Amnesia 4 : Neurogenic Syncope

5 : Transient Confusion
6 : Non Convulsive status epilepticus
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FIG. 1. Age- specific average annual inci-
dence of epilepsy per 100.000 population.
Adapted from Hauser WA et al. Incidence
of epilepsy and unprovoked seizures in
Rochester. Minnesota. 1934-1984 . Epilep-
sia 1993.34:453-468.
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1- Cerebrovascular Accident
2- Status

3- Electroencephalography
4- Postictal
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TABLE 1. Vriables that distinguish between common spells in the elderly

Variable Seizure Syncope TIA TGA Vertigo
Warning/aura Sometimes Faint feeling None None None
Duration 1-2 minutes Seconds to Minutes to Minutes to Minutes to days

minutes hours hours

Effect of posture | None variable Loss of | None None Variable

Spell symptoms | Tonic- clonic tone/brief clonic | Deficits along a | Confusion / Nausea ataxia,
movement, but | jerks vascular pattern | amnesia tinnitus
variable

Incontinence Variable Variable None Varible None None None Variable

heart rate post Increased Irregular/ Alert Focal effect Alert No

spell symptoms | Confusion, sleep | decreased Alert | Slowing Alert Rate

EEG during Epileptiform Diffus Slowing Slowing

effect event pattern

1 : Atrial Fibrillation
2: Memory loss
3- Opiates
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1- Cell Blood count 4- Lumbar Puncture

2- Computerized 5- Post ictal paralysis

3- Tomography 6- Partial Seizure
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1- Gamma aminobutyric acid



\éo VA0 Ol ) cr}.: eﬂ.«f«'ud}‘ Jl c(b‘ﬁ' 6.\.’.&.’\.« ‘d;.u)AJL—/

REFERENCES =l

1- Bergey GK. Initial treatment of epilepsy: special issues in treating the elderly. Neurology.
200463 (supple 4):s 40-548.

2- Hauser WA, Seizure disorders: The changes with age. Epilepsia 1992¢ (Suppl 4) 33:56-
514.

3- Hauser WA, Annegers JF. Kurland LT. The incidence of epilepsy and unprovocked seizures
in Rochester. Minnesota. 1935-1984 . Epilepsia 1993 34:453-68.

4- Sanders JWA. Hart YM, Johnson AL. et al. Natural general practice study of epilepsy: newly
diagnosed epileptic seizures in general population. Lancet 1990¢886: 1236-1270.

5- Towne AR pelleck JM. Ko D. Delorenzo RJ. Determinats of mortality in status epilepticus.
Epilepsia 19945 27-34.

6- Tuniper P the altered presentation of seizures in the€lderly. In: Rowan AJ. Ramsay RE. eds.
Seizures and epilepsy in the elderly. Boston: Butterworth. Heinemann, 1997: 123-30.

7- Tallis R Antiepileptic drug trials in the elderly. Rationale. problems and solution. In: Rowan
AJ. Ramsay REeds. Seizures and epilepsy in the elderly. Boston: Butterworth. Heinemann,
1997:311-20.

8- Penfield W, Jasper H. Epilepsy and the functional anatomy of the brain. Boston: Little
Brown. 1959:269-70.

9- Devinsky O Kelley K. porter RJ. Theodore-WH: clinical and electroencephalographic fea—
tures of simple partial seizures. Neurology-1988: 38: 1374-52.

10- Rosenbaum DH, Siegel M, Barr*WB. Rowan RJ. Epileptic aphasia. Neurology 1986: 36:
40.

11- Caplan LR. Transient global amnesia. In: vinken PJ. Bruyn GW. Klawans H, eds. Hand
book of clinical neurology. Amsterdam: Elsevier Science publishing, 1985: 205-18

12— Gloor p. the EEG during fransient global amnesia. Electroencephalogr clin Neurophysiol:
in press.

13- Mattson RH.Cramer JA. Collins JF and the VA Epilepsy cooperative study NO. 264 Group.
A Compareisonof Valproate with Carbamazepine for the treatment of partial seizures and
secondarily generalized tonic- clonic seizures in adults NEngl ] Med 1992:327.765-710.




