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Article Info ABSTRACT
Research Article: Benefiting from the favorable environment, the compatibility of development with the
Research Paper environment, and the realization of the 50th principle of the constitution is among the most

important missions of the Vision Document of 2025 (VD2025). In this way, the evaluation of the
Article history: five-year plans of the VD2025 can help fulfill the environmental missions of the country. The
Received: 24 April 2024 objective of this research is to evaluate the development plans of VD2025. The required
Received: 27 October 2024 information was extracted from Yale University's Environmental Law and Policy Center and
Accepted: 29 October 2024 Columbia University's Center for International Geoscience Information Network between 2005
Publish online: and 2022. To examine the environmental performance (EP) AHP was used by summing up 32
21 November 2024 indicators, including three sub-criteria of level one climate change with a weight of 0.38,
ecosystem restoration with a weight of 0.42, and environmental health with a weight of 0.2. Also,
the distance between the value of each environmental sub-index in the good and bad goals of each
index was examined and presented in three situations: normal, inappropriate, and critical.
According to the results, the sixth development plan with a score of 0.363 was ranked first, the
fourth development plan was ranked second with a score of 0.341, and the fifth development plan
was ranked third with a score of 0.296. Also, the fourth plan ranked first in 5 indicators, the fifth
plan in 7 indicators, and the sixth plan in 13 indicators. In general, the sixth development plan has
performed better in terms of environmental protection. Despite the emphasis of Iran's VD2025 on
improving the environment, Iran has a worrying situation in most sub-indices of EP, which needs
to be taken into consideration in future development plans.
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Introduction

Drafting a vision, in the sense of drawing a desirable picture of the future, entered the literature of the
planning and management of countries several decades ago. The compilation of the 2025 vision document
for the country was prepared in nearly one year. It was decided to be the basis of the country's macro-
orientations from the beginning of 2004, parallel to the beginning of the fourth plan, and during the next
three 5-year development plans. Enjoying a favorable environment has been determined to be one of the
goals of the Vision Document of 2025.

Environmental issues are one of the most important issues in the world, and important international
conferences and meetings have been held in this regard. Providing a picture of the process of change over
time, evaluating the effectiveness of policies to advance environmental goals, and providing a solid basis for
future goals are some advantages of using environmental indicators. Also, these indicators play a key role in
announcing danger before damage occurs. One of the most significant indicators that have been the
benchmark for comparing countries is the ESI Environmental Sustainability Index and the EPI
Environmental Performance Index. Since environmental impact assessment is one of the acceptable methods
to achieve sustainable development goals, examining environmental performance indicators in development
plans can check the success of development plans in realizing the goals of the 1404 development vision
document. It can also provide solutions for the next development plans.

Research Methodology

The subject area of the current research is the evaluation and prioritization of the fourth, fifth, and sixth plans
of Iran's Vision Document 1404 from an environmental point of view. The time also includes the period for
the fourth development plan, with a one-year extension in the years (2005-2010). The fifth development plan
had a one-year extension in the years (2011-2016) and the sixth development plan had a two-year extension
in the years. (2017-2023).

Data related to the EPI index has been extracted and collected from the Center for Environmental Policy and
Law at Yale University and the Center for International Geoscience Information Network at Columbia
University.

The fourth development plan includes 32 articles and 1 note, which are in the fields of cultural and scientific,
social and political, defense and security, economic affairs, political relations, and foreign relations.

The fifth development plan includes 4 legal articles with 13 subjects and 13 environmental-related articles in
other cases. It includes nine notes in the fields of culture, science and technology, social health, information
technology, economics, trade, reforming the tax system, oil and gas, water resources, agriculture, industry,
and mining. Transportation, housing, environment, rural development, defense, political and security, legal
and judicial affairs, budget, and supervision are regulated.

The 6th Development Plan is approved in the 9 sections in the economic, social, and cultural fields.
According to the “Performance Evaluation of the Sixth Development Plan” report, the realization rate of this
plan was about 9%.

AHP was first used by Saaty for decision-making when faced with multiple problems. This method is used to
classify and determine the importance of factors, which is used to prioritize each of the criteria by using
paired comparisons of options. This method includes the following steps: 1. Building the decision tree. The
environmental performance index is presented in three general dimensions: environmental health, climate
change, and ecosystem restoration. 2. Pairwise comparison of criteria and options: In this step, the matrix of
comparison of criteria is formed to create regional weights for each index, which is weighted in the present
study using information from Yale University. 3. Compatibility calculation. 4. Creating a numerical value
that is calculated by summing up all the features and the decision options in the region and showing the
relative importance of each index with normalization and sensitivity analysis is performed.

Research findings

In the present research, firstly, the status of Iran's environmental performance indicators was examined
concerning the good and bad global goals, and then the evaluation of the fourth, fifth, and sixth five-year
plans from an environmental perspective was performed. According to the results of the fourth program, they
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ranked first in 5 indicators, the fifth program in 7 indicators, and the sixth program in 13 indicators. The
sixth development program has performed better at preserving and protecting the environment. Next, the
status of Iran's environmental performance index was investigated using Expert Choice software. To weight
the sub-criteria of the first level, climate change with a weight of 0.38, ecosystem restoration with a weight
of 0.42, and environmental health with a weight of 0.2 were considered, and the sub-criteria of the second
level had an equal weight. According to Figure 4, the sixth development program with a score of 0.363 was
ranked first, the fourth development program was ranked second with a score of 0.341, and the fifth
development program was ranked third with a score of 0.296.

Discussion

In this research, data related to 32 environmental performance indicators were extracted from Yale
University's Center for Environmental Policy and Law and Columbia University's Center for International
Geoscience Information Network. The EPI index in the third-fourth development program and the sixth
document of Iran's development perspective were calculated using the multi-criteria decision technique.
Also, the distance between the actual value of each sub-index in each development program and the good
and bad goals of each index was examined. Based on the result of the distance between each sub-criterion
and the good and bad environmental goals presented during the development programs, for example, the
fourth program in five indicators, the fifth program in 7 indicators, and the sixth program in 13 have the first
rank. In general, the sixth development plan has performed better at preserving and protecting the
environment. Based on the examination of each index in comparison with good and bad environmental goals,
Iran has not been successful in realizing the plans of the vision document from an environmental point of
view.
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