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Population structure of Alosa Linck, 1970 in the southern Coast of
Caspian Sea (Guilan province)

Zahmatkesh M., Shabanipour N.}, Zahmatkesh A.? and Abbasi K.
! Biology Dept., University of Guilan, Faculty of Science, Rasht, I.R. of Iran

2 Guilan Agricultural and Natural Resources Researches and Education Center, Agricultural Research,
Education and Extension Organization (AREEO), Rasht, I.R. of Iran

® National Inland Water Aquaculture Institute, Anzali, I.R. of Iran

Abstract

Genus Alosa Linck, 1970 is widely distributed in the Caspian Sea but in Southern
region of Caspian Sea identified species has not been reconsidered during past ten
years.in order to study the population diversity of Alosa species of Iranian waters of
Caspian Sea, samples were collected over a period of one year from Chaboksar, Chaf
and Kiashahr coastal water by beach seines and gill net. A total of 430 specimens were
examined to identify four species namely Alosa braschnikowi, Alosa caspia, Alosa
kessleri and Alosa saposchnikowi. A. braschnikowi was the most frequent species and
Alosa saposchnikowi had the lowest prevalence. A. braschnikowi and A. caspia had the
highest and lowest mean fork length and weight, respectively. Sex survey showed that
females were dominant in all species. The age rang was of 2 to 7 years old.

Key words: Abundance, clupeidae, Alosa, Caspian Sea.
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