Archive of SID.ir

Journal of Language Researches Formcrl) “the .lo-urnul of '
the Faculty of Literature §
Vol.13, No.1, Spring & Summer 2022- Serial No. 24 and Humanities™...

University of Tehran

Coordination in Grammatical Phrases from Different Categories:
Cognitive Grammar Perspective

Saba Hasheminasab !, Sahar Bahrami-Khorshid
(139-166)

2

Abstract

In this study we have investigated the coordination of constructions from
different grammatical categories, with a Cognitive Grammar approach.
Haspelmath (2007: 1) and Langacker (2009:349) have argued that common
category membership in not the only criterion for coordination of two
grammatical groups. They have both given some exaples where different
grammatical categories have made well-formed coordinative constructions
and they have considered meaning as the key factor for two grammatical
categories to coordinate. There are also similar examples in Persian. The
studies which have investigated coordinative constructions in Persian are
mostly carried out in Generative Grammar framework and none of them are
devoted to investigation of this specific problem. So, since Cognitive
Grammar is a meaning-based theory and investigates the language with all
aspects of it, adopting it can render new and different results. According to
the researches done on English language, it was expected for Cognitive
Grammar to manage to describe this type of coordinative constructions,
using the meaning-based definitions for grammatical categories and the
schemas offered for each of them. Investigating 200 coordinative
constructions gathered from major Iranian newspapers, showed that that all
the grammatical categories belonging to atemporal relations, and also having
compatible trajectors can act as the coordinands of a coordinative
construction. In conclusion, we can say that in Persian, propositional and
adjective phrases, and also propositional and adverbial phrases, dispite
belonging to different grammatical categories can appear as the coordinands
of a coordinative construction.
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1.Introduction

In this study we investigate the coordination of constructions with different
grammatical categories, with a Cognitive Grammar approach. Haspelmath
(2007: 1) believes that the term coordination refers to syntactic constructions
in which two or more units of the same “type” are combined into a larger
unit and still have the same semantic relations with other surrounding
elements. As we can see he uses the term “type” and avoids using the term
“category” because he (2009: 43) believes that in coordinative constructions
the coordinands must not necessarily come from the same grammatical
category and instead, having common semantic roles is the factor which
makes it possible for two units to coordinate. Langacker (2009:349) in
another definition, believes that in a coordinate structure the conjuncts are
parallel and co-equal, but he claims that only one aspect of parallelism is that
the conjuncts belong to the same grammatical category, because In the CG
perspective, common category membership is just one kind of semantic
parallelism, and not the only kind that matters. He also provides some
example in which two groups have not managed to make a well-formed
coordinative construction, despite belonging to the same grammatical
category.

So it is quiet predictable that meaning has a significant role in the
coordination of constructions from different grammatical category. The
studies which have investigated coordinative constructions in Persian are
mostly carried out in Generative Grammar framework and none of them are
devoted to investigation of this specific problem. So, since Cognitive
Grammar is a meaning-based theory and investigates the language with all
aspects of it, adopting it can render new and different results. According to
the researches done on English language, it was expected for Cognitive
Grammar to manage to describe this type of coordinative constructions,
using the meaning-based definitions for grammatical categories and the
schemas offered for each of them. In Cognitive Grammar, entities are
devided into “things” and “relations”, the latter itself consisting of
“atemporal relations” and “temporal relations” (Bahrami-Khorshid, 2020:
104). So we expect these meaning-based definitions to be responsible for the
possibility of coordination between different grammatical categories.
2.Methodology
In order to examine the mentioned hypothesis, a number of 200 examples
containing coordinative constructions were gathered from two major Iranian
newspapers, Shargh and Etemad. Then the constructions with two different
grammatical categories were extracted and analyzed adopting Langacker's
views. We first examined which grammatical categories are coordinated in
Persian gathered data, and the using meaning-based definitions of
grammatical categories, we tried to extract the similarities between these
categories.
3.Discussion
After the analysis of data, we found out that in all cases of coordination of
different grammatical categories, the coordinands are adjective, adverbial, or
propositional phrases, which all of them belong to atemporal relations. Since
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adjectives and adverbs have different trajectors (thing for adjectives and
relation for adverbs), they cannot share their trajectors and hence cannot
coordinate together. But the rajectory of proposition is entity and so
compatible with both adjectives and adverbs. As a result, coordination of
adjective and propositional phrases and also adverbial and propositional
phrases is possible, which is presented in the schemas below:

tr
tr A
Im
tr A Im, ~ < > !
¢ ble,
Ok OO
(A) Coordination of adjective A and (B) Coordination of adverb A and
proposition B proposition B

Figure 1. Coordination of different grammatical categories

4.Conclusion

Analyzing the gathered data showed that all the grammatical categories
belonging to atemporal relations, and also having compatible trajectors can
act as the coordinands of a coordinative construction. In conclusion, we can
say that in Persian, propositional and adjective phrases, and also
propositional and adverbial phrases, dispite belonging to different
grammatical categories can appear as the coordinands of a coordinative
construction.
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1. analyzable
2. specificity
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. conceptualization

. identity

. conceptual content

. construal

. focusing

. prominence

. perspective

. profiling

. trajector/landmark alignment
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1. base

2. immediate scope
3. profile

4. primary focus

5. secondary focus
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