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Abstract

City Development Strategy (CDS), which aims at reducing poverty, bringing about sustainable
development, enhancing participation, and creating good urban governance, has attracted the attention of
many Iranian scientific circles. This approach can replace the previous inflexible plans for the removal
of the future crises in all cities of Iran. It is clear that in case the novel city development strategies are not
used and the old methods and policies are exercised, the problems of Iran cannot be solved. The main
purpose of this study was to investigate the current status of Malard city using Meta SWOT model and
to propose effective strategies to achieve sustainable development of this city. This study was
descriptive-analytical in terms of research method, applied in terms of purpose, and mixed-methods in
terms of approach. The statistical population was comprised of 50 managers of Malard city. Based on
the obtained results, the reduction of water resources, excessive migration (especially the increase in the
share of Afghans in city population composition), and social harms are the main obstacles to the
sustainable development of Malard city that need to be taken into account in the strategic development
planning process of this city. Moreover, among the factors effective on the sustainable development of
Malard city, the suitable grounds for agricultural activities and  conversion and complementary
industries as well as ethnic and cultural diversity have strategic fitness.
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