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Abstract

Statement of the Problem: The usefulness of public policy for planners depends on how
policies can reconcile conflicts arising from different agendas. The segregated institutional
approach places planners in a position where, as experts, they can simply ignore public policy
considerations related to the public interest, and emphasize the potential of public policy and
its effects on development.

Objectives: In this regard, the purpose of the present study was to investigate how public
policies affect regional development from an institutional approach.

Methods: The research method of the study was explanatory-exploratory (discovering the
relationship between regional development and public policy from an institutional
perspective). In addition, the interdisciplinary approach was used as a tool for establishing
causal relationships between the research elements. In the first step, the main shortcomings of
regional planning studies in the field of public policy-making based on the approach adopted
in this study (i.e. institutionalism) were traced. Then, sustainability and stability,
simultaneous attention to the normative and procedural dimension, and institutional
considerations of the implementation of public policies were explained as the three main
elements regarding the effect of public policies on regional planning.

Results: The results of the present study showed that government interventions in the form of
public policies dealt mainly with the institutional environment that shaped the specific
characteristics of each territory. Institutional arrangements that hindered or facilitated the
efficiency of other factors affecting regional development caused a shift from the optimal
point to the sub-optimal point of regional development or vice versa.

Innovation: The result of the present study could be a macro model regarding the influence
of public policy on the regional development process from the perspective of the institutional
approach.
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! Since the mid-1960s, an increasingly large number of people, trained in the humanities and social sciences, have come to
devote their professional lives to producing policy advice. This is a global phenomenon, although until recently the
intensification of activities associated with policy advising has been most pronounced in the United States. As government
demand for well-trained policy analysts and advisors has risen, universities have sought to provide relevant graduate-level
training.

2 public policy

® monopoly of the legitimate use of physical force within a given territory

* social order
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AMIN, A., (1999). An institutionalist perspective on regional development, International Journal of Urban and Regional
Research 23, 365— 378.

Feldman, M., (2000). The New Economic Geography of Innovation, Spillovers and Agglomeration, In G. L. Clark, M.P.
Feldman & M.S. Gertler, The Oxford Handbook of Economic Geography. New York, United State: Edward Elagar.
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