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Background and Objectives: Evaluation is one of the main components of communicable diseases surveillance.
Despite the World Health Organization’s emphasis for preparation of evaluation tools, there is no suitable tool in
Iran. This study aimed to prepare a tool for evaluation of communicable diseases surveillance in hospitals and to
pilot it.

Methods: Items were prepared in the first step and the first version of questionnaire was developed. Face
validity and content validity were checked. Piloting of the questionnaire was done in Tabriz hospitals. Data were
entered intfo SPSS 18. For evaluation of reliability, internal consistency was measured using Cronbach's a and
Kuder-Richardson.

Results: According to the results, we developed a questionnaire containing 29 questions in 5 domains with 20
indexes. Fifteen hospitals (78.9%) had a communicable diseases reporting system. The goals of reporting system
were not described in these hospitals and only 2 (13.3%) hospitals had supporting laws. None of the hospitals
had complete access to the surveillance system and reporting tools.

Conclusion: The developed questionnaire can be a useful tool to evaluate the communicable diseases
surveillance system in hospitals. The reporting systems in the hospitals are not complete.

Keywords: Communicable diseases, Evaluation, Surveillance system, Reporting, Hospital
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