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In order to have a sustainable exploitation and conservation of biodiversity of riverine 
ecosystems, which have been exposed to considerable modifications caused by anthropogenic 
activities, it is necessary to understand the habitat requirements of the species inhabiting these 
ecosystems. Zarin-Gol stream (N 36° 52', E 54° 57') in east of the Elburz Mountains is one of 
the environments inhabited by the native Angora loach, Paracobitis hicanica. This stream has 
been exposed to anthropogenic activities such as agriculture, fish culture and ecotourism. The 
variables including altitude, river width, flow rate and the size of the substrate material were 
determining factors for the presence of this species. Results showed that the altitude and river 
width are the most important independent variables affecting the presence of the species. 
Therefore, the anthropogenic activities being held in Zarin-Gol stream and bringing up the 
changes in river width, depth, substrate and the flow rate, can affect the presence and 
distribution of Paracobitis malapterura in the mentioned river. 
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