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Technological advances over the last 20 years have provided us with tools and techniques that are
essential to the way we practice and communicate conservation of the environment. Through the
innovative use of new technological tools, including information technology, whole new lines of
investigation have opened. For example, geographic information systems, accompanied with remote
sensing technology, allow us to track habitat and landscape changes across space and time. Tools to
analyze DNA in populations of plants and animals have changed the way we manage endangered
species. Modern supercomputing tools allow construction of sophisticated models for ecological
forecasting or predictions of the influences of global change. we also can communicate new
questions,  results,  proposals,  and  manuscripts  to  colleagues  down  the  hall  or  across  oceans  in
seconds via electronic mail. Clearly, our professional cultures and lives are rich with tools and have
been profoundly affected by these technologies. As a result, these technological advances can be
used for the education of conservation all around the world.
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