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2 Trend Impact Analysis (TIA)
% Theodore Jay Gordon
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Trend Impact Analysis in Futures Studies

Abstract

Trend Impact Analysis (TIA) method, was first introduced by Theodore J. Gordon in early
1970s, at that time forecasting was mostly done by quantitative methods based on historical
data and via trend extrapolation, these types of methods, however, ignored the impacts of
unexpected events in the future. This problem is applicable to all quantitative methods that are
dependent solely on historical data (from time-series to other common methods). TIA method,
bases its forecast on the quantitative methods but tries to improve the basic forecast by using
experts opinion (Delphi method is mostly used) about probable events in the future. TIA is
one of the most widely used methods in Futures Studies, we can use this technic for
forecasting, contingency planning, political feasibility analysis, strategic planning and
scenario writing.

Keywords
Trend Impact Analysis (TIA); Forecasting; Scenario Writing; Futures Studies
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