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Abstract

As the other elections, 11th Iran’s Presidential election in 2013 was the battlefield of discursive
rivalry of main presidential candidates. According to this, the application of laclau & mouffe’s
discourse theory in futures study of 11" presidential election is studied in this research. The last TV
debate of presidential candidates is one of the main moments, which turn symbolically the Iran’s
nuclear file up to nodal point of competing discourses, articulating other discursive elements such as
economic problems. Thus, around the nodal point of nuclear file, two antagonism discourses,
“rescue” and “resistance”, whose represaentatives were “Rouhani” and “Jalili” respectively, were
established. Articulating different signs around the nadal point of nuclear file, these discourses were
struggling to stabilize their own system of meaning, constructing the identity by driving meaning
surplus to the field of discursivity ‘& helping to tip the self/otherness balance in favor of their own
interest. Meanwhile, discursive sphere distinct from political alliance, result in the discursive passivity
of “Ghalibaf” —the mayor of Tehran and one of highly rated candidates- and his defeat again in that
election. After identification of discursive contradictions in this election debate, it conclude that
discourse analysis can be used as an appropriate tool for critical futures studies.

Keywords: Discourse Analysis, Critical Futures Studies, Iran’s Political Discourses, Election
Futures Studies, TV.debate.
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