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Abstract
The basics of aesthetics in Persian-Islamic imagery are known as one of the symbols of Islamic arts
and have taken several influences from the votes of rulers and Islamic mystics. One of these mystics is
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Sheikh-Shahabeddin Sohrewardi who founded the illuminated doctrine. The present research was
performed under a descriptive-analytic method and was aimed at providing a recognition of
Sohrewardi's spiritual thinking regarding the concept of aesthetics and arts and also analysis of
effectiveness of this type of thinking in Persian-Islamic art of imagery with spiritual aesthetics
approach in images of three illustrated books during the era of Safavid (Shahtahmasb's Shahnameh,
Faal nameh (Horoscope) and Habib-Alsiyar). It also tried to investigate the manner of reflection of
Sohrewardi's spiritual thinking in a number of images. Results and the outcome of research indicated
that absolute beauty is restricted to God and the whole world is a reflection of the beauty of God like a
mirror and such a reflected image has manifested itself through illuminated thoughts and imaginations
of the artist in images.

Keywords: Islamic mysticism, Sohrewardi, Spiritual aesthetics, imageries of Safavid era
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