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The study of the conceptual links of fine arts and applied arts
according to Plato's approach
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1 Department of Graphics, Shahr-e-Qods Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran
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Abstract

Given that art is generally divided into fine and applied arts, the fine arts are created
based on the mentality and creativity of the artist in which the aesthetic qualities are
judged based on good taste and applied arts are formed efficiently in addition to aesthetic
aspects .Of course, there may also be interference between these two groups and the
sco?e of these arts has changed throughout history. In fact, the difference between the
useful or applied art and fine art has been made due to the deveI(()fments of European
society in the eighteenth century and the boundaries between art and craft and technique
have been known in this distinction. This study aims to look at the historical and
conceptual links of this division and similarities and differences of art and craft and it
investigates two groups based on Plato's view and his epistemological interpretation
from art and especially with respect to famous allegory of line in Republic thesis which is
considered as one of the most important philosophical trends. The fpresent research
indicates that in Plato's view, how much each one of these two groups of fine and applied
arts are credible and valuable when they are corresponded with his philosophy.
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