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(Anthropological analysis of flag in Shahnameh)

Shahla Hassani Kalhori
PhD in Anthropology, Vocational University lecturer, Shariati Technical School, Tehran
shahla.kalhori@yahoo.com

Abstract

Shahnameh of Ferdowsi is the most important identity document of Iranian people, as it reflects the
rituals and beliefs and culture of people of this land. Understanding the beliefs and rituals of ancient
Iran is one of the Iranologists' goals that each of the various aspects has investigated it
andShahnameh is the manifestation of this desire.

The author has tried to state the problem through analytical approach and investgate the use of flag
in the ancient Iran from an anthropological perspective based on Shahnameh text. Flags had a
significant role in the military deployments of ancient Iran. In addition to the political and military
aspects,the flagswere combined with the mythical and religious beliefs forlranianpeople. Flags of
heroes, army commanders and heroes were decorated with motifs of animals, which can be the
symbol of their belief, and sometimes their origin and on the other hand, it can cause fear in the
hearts of the enemy. Flag color in Shahnameh is a symbol of the divine or evilmanifestation.
Keywords: banner, flag, Ferdowsi, Shahnameh
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