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Examination of the Transformation of Literary Forms.in Field of the Epic
Abstract

The best way to assess the literary texts within the specific classification is the literary forms. Due
to the broadness of the literature, its classification is considered to be a necessary basis for the
continuance of literary study. Taking into.consideration the significance of literary forms and the
co-existence of it various forms, in the present research, the transformation of “Epic Literature” to
“Novel” is examined on the basis of a descriptive-analytical method. The epic, the tale of heroes’
bravery and the circumstances of civilization genesis, is defined with regard to its subject-matter,
characteristics, functions and the manner of its creation; also the relevant forms are discussed
within the classification of its'subjects. After comparing its similarities and dissimilarities with
other literary forms (Myth, Narrative, Romance, Novel), it is concluded that the literary form
cannot be placed within.the limits of a dogmatic definition; the classification of the literature into
various forms does not necessarily indicate its limitations, it can also include some characteristics
of other forms; in such a manner that one can find many features of epic literature within the
Myth, Narrative, Romance and Novel. It may be remarked that the novel was the fresh form of
the epic in the early era. Also, it can be inferred that the literary form is not limited to a particular
society or period.

Key Words: Literary Forms, Epic, Myth, Narrative, Romance, Novel
Examination of the Transformation of Literary Forms in Field of the Epic
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