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Art and aesthetics from the point of view of Shahab ad-din Suhrawardi and
the effect of his philosophy of illumination on Islamic Persian painting

Abstract

The main purpose of this article is to explore the theories of Sheikh-shahid (Suhrawardi)
on the criteria of art and aesthetics with emphasis on his philosophy of illumination and its
effect on the Islamic Persian painting art. Here, as his thoughts are presented, the related
effects of these thoughts on the mind of the Muslim Persian painter is explained, so that the
reader can do a comparison on the subject at hand and get involved.

This research presents a general discussion about the relation between art and Hikmat
(philosophy) and then Surawardi's epistemology so that it can give and insight about his
thoughts in a limited capacity and with the hope that reader could grasp a general idea
about him.

Then we go through the light concept, its meaning and its place in Quran, Ahadith and
other religions.

As an introduction to enter Suhrawardi's philosophy of illumination especially light of
khorrah which is highly regarded in his philosophy.

At last the effects of his thoughts on the work of Muslim Persian painters is investigated.

Key words: philosophy of illumination, Persian painting, Suhrawardi
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