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Introduction to numbers semantic approach in poetry of Hafez’s poetry
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Abstract

Iranian poets have attentioned use of numbers from the past and have used various numbers with
especial concepts in their poems. Numbers in the ancient beliefs of the people of Iran have had
important and effective function; so that some of them had holy and outstanding place among people
and others were sinister and symbol of evil universe. Famous poets with awareness of these beliefs
and to consolidate concepts in the mind of their audience, have used these numbers high frequency,
with various functions in line with people beliefs. Science of numbers have had sublime place to the
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scholars and poets and numbers have used in different format of many Interpretations and allegories
in Persian language especially poetry. Hafez frequently has used different numbers to explain his
eminent goals in format of indications and allegories that they show awareness and ability of this poet
to recognize especial numbers in people beliefs. He has tried to communicate with his audiences in
this way and explain eminent place of these numbers by especial techniques. In the article we have
tried to study different semantic functions of the numbers in Hafez’s poetry by using inductive method
depend on library studies and mentioning clear evidences and stanzas and have defined their place to
the poet.

Keywords: Hafez, Persian poetry, Persian numbers, semantic approach, personal style
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