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Women and men are different because language positions us differently. In this view,subjectivity — our sense of
selves — is something constructed, not pre-given and our genderidentities are not fixed. We take up positions in

our enactment of discourse practices soour identities are constructed moment by moment( SImpson james

2011)
(Talbot 1998: 144)
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a girl is damned if she does and damned if she doesn’t. If she refuses to talk like a lady,she is ridiculed and
subjected to criticism as unfeminine. If she does learn [lady-like language],she is ridiculed as unable to think
clearly, unable to take part in a serious discussion:in some sense as less than fully human. These two choices

which a woman has — tobe less than a woman, or less than a person — are highly painful.¢ SImpson james
2011,

(Lakoff1975: 5)
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Early work on women’s language had labelled it ‘tentative’ or ‘powerless’. More recentlyand in reaction to this,
there has been a move to value women’s talk more positively, usingterms such as ‘co-operative’¢ SImpson

james 2011,

(Coates 1988: 95)
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TABLE 1
TYPES OF GENDER INDEXICALITY

Type 1 Gender of the speaker
Type 2 Gender of the addressee
Type 3 Relation gender

Adapted from Haas (1944).
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(i) gender of the speaker vs the addressee vs.both

(ii) locus of gender indexicality

(iii) categoricalvs statistical gender indexicality

(iv) non-referentialvs referential gender indexicality
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(1) wiirinauga/gufiaru Garifuna (de Pury 2003)

‘yesterday Q/yesterday 3 5

(2) ua/inb

‘no @/no &°

(3) hifaru/wiri

‘woman Q/woman &
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simpson james “ the routledge hand book of applied linguistics — Gender by Judith baxter2011

R.francose . on male and female speech-and more:categorical gender indexicality in indigenous south American
languages. International journal of American linguistics. Vol.81.No.4(October 2015).pp.495-537.published
by: university of Chicago press
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