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Reviewing the Incapability of criminal policy of Iran in protecting national lands

Ruhollah Ghyasi
A PhD student of Criminal Law and Criminology, Islamic Azad University of Tehran
R.Abbasi1399@gmail.com

Abstract

Nationalizing the lands as an actual instance of public property (Anfal), is in sovereignty of the state.
According to Iran’s forests and rangelands nationalization law adopted in 17 January 1963, all natural
forests, rangelands, and woodlands within Iran’s national borders belong to the state. Nevertheless, the
recent decades have been witness to increasing violation of national lands, and this issue has led to a
widespread phenomenon notoriously known as speculation.

In this paper, information obtained by library studies and processed by data collection classification
and descriptive-analytical techniques are used to make an inferential assessment on factors involved
with incapability of criminal policy of Iran in protecting national lands in legislative, judicial and
executive aspects.

This study concludes that adopting a coherent and efficient criminal policy regarding this issue will
have a great impact on prevention of illegal seizure of national land and encounter with aggressors of
national land. Some fundamental issues such:as the lack of proportionality of offence and punishment,
the lack of time limit for objection to the decisions about recognition of national lands, the law
strengthening the illegal seizure of national land, absence of expert branches of the court, and the lack
of a complete land database, cause several problems in protecting national lands, and the result is
environmental insecurity, dust storms, reduced quality and quantity of groundwater sources and
desertification by soil erosion.

Keywords: Criminal policy, National lands, speculation, Forcible seizure, Rangeland.
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