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Conodonts across the Cambrian-Ordovician transition in

Alborz Mountains and their biogeographic signatures
Abstract Outcome of the biogeographical analysis using the pair-group Raup-Crick
similarity index suggests that proliferation of the early euconodonts in the second half of
the Furongian Epoch (late Cambrian) occurred at the time when the Alborz terrane
approached and probably entered temperate latitudes. By the late Tremadocian, links of
Alborz conodont fauna with temperate latitudes faunas of Gondwana and Baltica became
more evident. Biogeographical assessment of the Cambrian (Furongian) and Early
Ordovician (late Tremadocian) conodont faunas of the Alborz are in favor of its isolated
position at some distance from western Gondwanan coast.

Key words: Furongian, Tremadocian, Gondwana, Iran, similarity index.
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